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WISHING YOu
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS
AND BEST WISHES FOR THE
COMING YEAR from THE
PRESIDENT & COMMITTEE

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
This will be on Sunday, December 3, at
the Mandarin Club, Sydney. Full details,
plus booking slip are on the separate
yellow sheet. Please pay in advance.
(Paying at the door inconveniences our
committee members and the Club.)
Brett Hilder retrospective
There will be an exhibition at our
Christmas Iuncheon of the art, books and
life of the former well-known Burns Philp
sea captain who regularly visited PNG.
PNG'’s silver jubilee
We will also (somewhat belatedly) be
celebrating PNG’s 25" Anniversary of
Independence at the luncheon.

No 4, 2000 - December

IT'S RENEWAL TIME AGAIN
Subs are due on 1 January 2001
The new rate is $12 per annum

A renewal slip is on the separate

yellow sheet. Renewing for two or

more years helps reduce paperwork.

New airmail rates came into force a

year ago. These are listed on the
reverse of the renewal form.
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CHRISTMAS THANKSGIVING
CELEBRATION
The PNG Chinese Catholic Association will be
holding a Christmas Thanksgiving Celebration
on 10 December. Mass will be at 11.45 am at
St Leonard’s Church, cnr Merremburn &
Willoughby Reads, Naremburn, followed by
lunch and a concert. Everyone is welcome to
attend but please bring a plate. About 400

people are expected.
*kkkk

OBJECTS OF THE RETIRED OFFICERS
ASSOCIATION OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA INC
(The Objects of the Association are not part of the
Rules of ROAPNG, therefore we have decided to
print them annually in ‘Una Voce ')

a)...to safeguard and foster the retirement conditions
of all members, including conditions applicable to
widows and dependants;
b)..to represent members, their widows and
dependants in all superannuation matters, Y
¢)..to cooperate on all matters of mutual interest
with associations representing pensioners and
superannuants having similar objectives to this
association,
d)..to promote friendly association among all
members and associate members;
€)...to foster and encourage contact and friendship
with Papua New Guineans and an interest in Papua
New Guinea affairs;
f)...to encourage the preservation of documents and
historical material related to Papua New Guinea,
g)...to encourage members and associate members to
contribute to the production and recording of oral
and written history of Papua New Guinea.

: hEEE
DISCLAIMER: Una Voce is produced for the
information of members of the Retired Officers'
Association of Papua New Guinea Inc. It is written
with care, in good faith, and from sources believed
to be accurate. However, readers should not act,
nor refrain from acting, solely on the basis of
information in Una Voce about financial, taxation or
any other matter. Having regard for their own
particular circumstances, readers should consult the
relevant authorities or other advisers with expertise
in the particular field Neither ROAPNG nor the
editor accepts any responsibility for actions taken by
readers. Also, the views expressed by any of the
authors of articles included in Una Voce are not
necessarily those of the editor or the ROAPNG.
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HAVE YOU HEARD?7?

Margaret DUNLOP (née SEALE) wrote, “Thank you for sending me the last
issue of Una Voce in which there were tributes to my mother Heather SEALE. The
support and friendship I have been shown from my parents’ New Guinea friends has been
wonderful and much appreciated.” We are very pleased we will not lose touch with the
Seale family - Margaret is joining our Association.

Advising a change of address, Ex-Didiman Robin ERSKINE-SMITH added a
postscript to our secretary - “I finally finished my PhD Joe!” Robin is still in Jakarta.

Ex-Kiap Bruce DUNN, also advising a change of address, wrote, “Have now
retired back to my farm in the Sunshine Coast hinterland after 26 years in the Queensland
Fire and Rescue Authority.”

Dr Ken McKINNON, Director of Education in PNG from 1966-1973 and later
vice-chancellor of the University of Wollongong, will become the sixth chairman of the
Australian Press Council in December. The appointment is for three years. The press
council was established in 1976 as a self-regulatory body for Australian newspapers and
magazines at a time the press was under threat of government regulation.SMH 19-10-2000

Olympic note - Pat Hopper reported that Melanie CHUNG, daughter of Charlie
and Josie Chung was a dancer in the Opening Ceremony and Vernon CHEUNG, son of
Peter and Flavia, was in the Handball Event - the first PNG born Chinese to represent
Australia in the Games. .

NEWS FROM THE NORTHERN TERRITORY: Jim Toner writes,

“The celebration in Darwin of the 25" anniversary of PNG Independence was a
major success. Held in the sound shell of the NT University, 300 attended and heard
Prime Minister Morauta’s pre-recorded speech. They were entertained by Patti Doi,
PNG’s No I vocalist, brought south at some expense, also Samoan and Maori dance
groups.

Two of Ansett’s air routes (Darwin or Alice Springs to Cairns) have just been
taken over by Flight West, the founder of which is Sir Dennis BUCHANAN. Those who
remember that ‘Junior’ was running Talair from Goroka when he felt obliged to have
frank and meaningful discussion with the founder of Ansett regarding rights to PNG
routes may wonder what Sir Reg would have thought of that.

I was saddened to learn in the last issue of the passing of Bob COTTLE. I shared
a donga with him when he was District Agricultural Officer, Southern Highlands and
recall being lumbered with a piece of his paperwork when he went on leave. Bob had
eight head of cattle wandering about the Mendi station and DASF headquarters required
a quarterly “Return of Livestock’. The old Mendi airstrip could easily be closed by rain
and after a fortnight without aircraft or ‘freezer’ ex Lae, a quantity of fresh beef was
distributed amongst station personnel.

The printed Return offered explanations for any variation in livestock numbers of
which one was ‘Killed for Rations’. Accordingly I gave this option a big tick. A small fit
was what Mr Desmond Clancy had when he saw the form. “No, no, James,” said the
Acting District Commissioner. “Fell in barat; broke leg; mercifully destroyed.”

As an exponent of the derisory snort Bob Cottle was in the gold medal class and
this was best demonstrated when the Didiman was in debate with Kiaps. His reaction on
return from leave was much looked forward to by station residents and we were not
disappointed. But in the end Bob and Des, both ex-RAAF, agreed to consign the missing
bulamakau to the great paddock of history.
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Talking of the Southern Highlands, I see that a strong call has been made for a
large slice of it to be amalgamated with a part of the Enga to create a new province to be
called HELA. Stretching from Porgera through Tari down to Kutubu this would be
potentially mineral and oil rich but whether PNG needs a 19" province will, of course,
provoke much discussion.

Following the example of Australia and New Zealand, creation of an Order of
PNG has just been approved by the Queen. Decorations will be awarded in the New Year
but concurrently with Imperial honours until the latter are phased out. Recipients of Silver
Jubilee medals will get them somewhat earlier - Air Niugini flew four tons of the medals
from Singapore to Moresby just prior to Independence Day.

Halfway through reading Paul QUINLIVAN’s account of extraordinary behaviour
at Samarai (No 3/2000) I was flooded with memories. 1954 was certainly not the last time
that ‘Canberra’ - definitely a pejorative term in TPNG and NT - posted persons unwanted
there and, as we soon came to realise, of dubious mental balance, to either of the two
Territories. I can vouch for that. Not that like Paul I ever had to handle so prickly a
customer as a Supreme Court judge. But at least he didn’t set fire to his hair like one of
my problem imports.

PNG NEWS: 4
RESTORATION OF PARLIAMENT HOUSE GARDENS: Bet Whitten of Port Moresby
wrote, “Justin Tkantchenko, the very young but extremely talented ex Curator of the
Botanical Gardens, is busy restoring the Parliament House gardens plus many other
projects around PNG. His creative ideas for the gardens has made a quantum leap in
beautifying Port Moresby in the few short years he has been in PNG. He is turning it into
the beautiful city it could and should be. He is the President of the PNG Orchid Society
and, as such, active in conservation of Orchid species. PNG needs citizens of his ilk.”

RESTORATION OF OLD PARLIAMENT HOUSE: Old Parliament House was built in
1905 as a hospital. The National Museum now has responsibility for the building and is
restoring it and creating a visual and sound display on site. Sir Julius Chan is patron of
the group dedicated to restoring the building. Sir Michael Somare is also a strong
supporter of efforts to protect and revitalise it. (National, 16-8-2000)

25" ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE - Comments in the PNG press:

The Post-Courier carried a front-page headline “Cleland returns” in its September
14" issue. Dame Rachel was interviewed at length. She said she had fond memories of
her 27 years in PNG and “I feel I belong here.” She said she believed that a bit more
experience on the part of Papua New Guineans in the public service and private sector
before Independence would have served the nation well. She praised the achievements
of Sir Mekere Morauta in just one year,

The same issue contained an interview with Jim Sinclair - he and his wife Jan were
also official guests. Jim is the author of 26 books on various topics concerning PNG. He
said, “I met my wife up here and my children were all born here, so whilst I’'m living in
Queensland, I never really left Papua New Guinea.” Jim was a district commissioner in
the Eastern Highlands before Independence. (He describes the Silver Jubilee Celebrations
onpage 5.) Posi-Courier, 14-9-2000

Another cutting contained a lovely picture of Bobby and Jean Gibbes, looking very
fit and well. Bobby, one of Australia’s top WWII fighter pilots, was the founder of
Gibbes Sepik Airways as well as being a coffee grower and owner of the Bird of Paradise
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hotel. The couple were flown to Madang by lan Oliver. National 14 -9-2000

There was an interesting article by Malum Nalu in The National s “Weekender’
entitled ‘“Where did we fail?’, After outlining the disappointments of the past, he wrote,
“Everyone has their own theory on the causes of PNG's problems over the last 25 years.
Mine is that we’ve been too complacent, choosing to receive things rather than doing
them ourselves.:.. Each individual must do away with the apathy that has besieged
him/her since Independence. ...people no longer spend time in their gardens or out at sea,
but queue outside their MP’s office to ask for free money and donations.” The writer
encouraged people to strive to free themselves from impediments which prevented them

from achieving a better way of living. . The National 29-9-2000
EEERRREARREE

THE SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
by Jim Sinclair

We have just returned from PNG, where we were guests of the State at the Silver
Jubilee celebrations at Port Moresby, together with Dame Rachel Cleland and Tom and
Susan Critchley.

It was a truly momentous event, wonderfully staged and managed. There was not
one serious hitch in the arrangements, which were under the direction of the Chairman
of the National Events Council, Peter Barter, who will be known to many of you. Peter
came up in 1966 as a pilot for the Franciscan Mission at Aitape. He later joined Talair -
Junior Buchanan’s airline - and set up their travel branch, Talco. He is now the proprietor
of the old Madang Hotel (recently completely overhauled) and is heavily involved in
tourism. He seems to be the unofficial PNG troubleshooter.

We were flown to PNG by Air Niugini, and greeted at the airport by Peter Barter,
Damien Gamiandu (Chief of State Protocol), and Foreign Affairs escort officers. Dame
Rachel, the Critchleys and ourselves each had an escort officer throughout the visit. Our
officer was Miss Barbara Age, and what a great job she did. These young, educated PNG
women are really impressive.

Dame Rachel was of course given a tremendous reception. Although she recently
had a fall and broke a hip, she refused to allow this to deter her, and kept on the go in true
Rachel style right through, outstaying all of us. In fact, she is still up there as [ write this,
as a guest of Peter Barter’s on a visit to Madang.

Tom Critchley has changed very little in appearance, although he is in his mid-80s.
He got a warm welcome, too.

Moresby was hot and dry - and very windy. But it had been cleaned up for the big
event and looked great.

It was a pretty full programme. In brief:-

Thursday 14 was a free day, except for a reception on HMAS Leeuwin that night.
She is a hydrographic survey vessel, carrying on the process of mapping and charting the
coastline that has been under way by the RAN since the end of the Pacific war,

Friday 15 started with an exhibition of cultural activities at Ela Beach. The
highlight was undoubtedly a performance by the most amazing group of acrobats from
China, who were hugely popular with the people. Then came a procession of decorated
floats, very nicely done. This was followed by lunch at the Royal Papua Yacht Club,
where we were entertained by a Motuan dancing group. The new Yacht Club premises
were completed only a year or so ago, and are exceptionally impressive - far grander than
the old Club building which is being redeveloped as office accommodation.
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The State Dinner was held that evening at the newly refurbished Parkroyal Hotel
(the old TraveLodge), hosted by the Governor-General H E. Sir Silas Atopare (from
Kabiufa in the Eastern Highlands). It was on an appropriately grand scale, and just about
everyone who was anything was there. [ have never before seen so many medals.

Jan and I were overwhelmed by the warmth and friendliness of our welcome. Time
and again politicians and national leaders went out of their way to assure us that they
have not forgotten the Australians who served in PNG before Independence.

Saturday 16 began with the raising of the Flag on Independence Hill behind
Parliament House, just after dawn. This was a tricky business. The flag was a huge one,
and the wind was very powerful. But the flag unfurled absolutely perfectly while a soloist
backed by a choir of schoolchildren sang the national anthem. It was an emotional
experience.

Then it was off to the Sir John Guise Stadium for the “Nation on Parade”.
Hundreds of school children, the Constabulary Band, detachments of Defence Force
personnel and police, Scouts and Guides, sing-sing groups and so on, all beautifully
tuned out and drilled to perfection. The flag lowering followed, and then they turned
loose 10,000 balloons. The wind pushed them along like projectiles and there were yells
and screams from the thousands of spectators in the Stadium.

That evening there was a reception at the National Parliament hosted by the PM,
Sir Mekere Morauta. Again very impressive, and all speakers emphasised the debt that
PNG owes to Australia. &

Sunday 17 started with a combined church service, and ended with a reception
hosted by the Australian High Commissioner, Nicholas Wamer. We were up at dawn on
Monday morning to catch the 6.45am Air Niugini flight back to Brisbane.

The whole thing was beautifully done, a credit to all concerned.

We all know that PNG has lots of problems. And the national leaders don’t try to
deny it. They admit that things have not gone as well as they should have. There appears
to be a genuine realisation that PNG is at the crossroads. Time and again leaders
acknowledged that in the first 25 years of Independence, the ordinary people in the
villages have been the losers - as they have been.

Of course, a silver jubilee is a time when speeches, optimism and well-intentioned
promises can be expected, but there really does seem to be a process of self-examination
going on in PNG. If the Prime Minister, Sir Mekere Morauta, can hang on to power long
enough then some fundamental changes are going to be made in the way PNG is
governed. It won’t be easy. He has only been in Parliament for three years or so, and
hasn’t had the time to build up the power base that some other leaders have constructed,
and he may be fundamentally too decent to force through the changes that will have to
come if the nation is to survive, let alone prosper.

Time will'tell.

ke rkEkkkx
SYDNEY EVENT celebrating the 25™ Anniversary of Independence: a Thanksgiving
Mass was held at St. Leonard’s Catholic Church, Naremburn, Sydney on Saturday 16
- September 2000. The celebrants were Rev. Fr. Bernard Kaleh MSC, Fr. R.C. Mitchell
MSC and Fr. Frank Dincen MSC. Speeches were made by Fr. Kalek, Mr Daniel Luke,
President of the Sydney PNG Wantok Club and Mr Harry West.

Bible readings were made by Gregory Comer, Vice President of the Wantok Club,
and Helen Yun, Vice President of the PNG Chinese Catholic Association. Prayers of the
Faithful were read by Pamela Foley. A special choir for the occasion included Joe
Nitsche. Afterwards a sumptuous ‘cup tea’ was held in the church hall. 1 Pat Hopper
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THE CLOUD OF DEATH: Mount Lamington, 21 January 1951
by Hank Nelson

On Monday 22 January 1951 the residents of Port Moreshy woke to find gritty
pumice dust heavy in the air. Visibility was so poor that those who normally looked from
Tuaguba and Paga out to the reef and the Coral Sea could niot even see the other side of
the harbour. All surfaces were covered with grey sand that drifted inches thick. People
did not know where the dust came from and what catastrophe it had left behind until
Clem Searle from Awala plantation managed to set up his transmitter in the bush and for
the rest of the day send messages to Port Moresby. It was then that the rest of the world
began to learn that just after 10.30 am on Sunday 21 January Mount Lamington had
exploded: the accumulated reports revealed the greatest natural disaster to have occurred
on Australian administered territory. It was Tuesday before the first plane, carrying Ivan
Champion, Director of District Services, and medical staff, could land at Popondetta.

As there were no known local legends of volcanic ash showering the area, it was
generally thought that Mount Lamington had long been dormant. But in December 1950
its rumblings sent unease through the district. On Tuesday 16 January the detonations
increased and smoke belched out. On Thursday more clouds of black smoke surged from
Lamington and rolled towards Higaturu, and streams of what looked like hot sands flowed
down the sides of the mountain. On Friday night the whole area was lit by a dazzling
lightning display, flashes even seemed to be emerging from the peak. On Saturday the
subterranean violence was sending greater tremors through the area and a giant plume of
smoke rose above Lamington.

Responding to calls for assurance, the Acting Administrator, Justice F.B. (Monty)
Phillips and others circled Lamington in an aircraft on the Friday. With their knowledge
of Rabaul and other volcanic areas the Administration officers decided that there should
be no immediate evacuation of the area. The officers thought that the already active
volcano was dissipating the built-up pressure, and there was no reason to assume that this
pattern would change. It was not an unreasonable conclusion.

Government officers and Anglican missionaries stayed at their stations and went
about their ordinary tasks to set examples of normalcy. At early church services on
Sunday preachers told their congregations that there was as yet no cause for alarm.

Just after 10.30 am Mount Lamington exploded, shattering one side of the
mountain and releasing a cloud of searing gas and grit. It was a known but rare and lethal
form of voleanic explosion. Over sixty square miles were devastated. The line between
the desolated area and still green jungle and kunai was marked: it looked strangely like
the hot cloud had not gradually lost force but had suddenly stopped. Father Robert Porter
at Isivita left his house, walked a few yards across green grass and looked at a desert of
putnice dust. Most people in the vulnerable area had attempted to flee. Those at Higaturu
station and at Ademba village had been caught on the station and village boundaries on
the side furthest from Mount Lamington. Dr John Gunther, the Director of Public Health,
said that ‘“The Medical Officer, his wife and child were in the Jeep with their Native
servant. The ignition was still on.” From the impact on plastics and other objects it was
calculated that the temperature of the cloud six miles from the volcano was still 200°
centigrade. Death for nearly all those caught by the hot gas, blast and dust was
instantaneous. The new steel-framed hospital at Higaturu looked as if it had been ‘crushed
by some giant steamroller’. Thirty patients and the staff were all killed.

The first attempts to help the burnt were dependent on the people and the few
resources in the area. Impeded by the smoke and dust that reduced visibility, Australians
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and Papuans did what they could for the living, and began digging the first graves.
Through Sunday night Sister Nancy Elliott walked twenty miles from Gona to arrive early
on Monday and set to work. By Tuesday the rescue teams from the rest of the Territory
were arriving. Popondetta was developed as the centre of operations, and three refugee
camps were set up at Wairopi, Cape Killerton and Inonda. Patients were given morphia,
blood plasma and temporary dressings and flown as quickly as possible to Port Moresby
and Lae.

Medical Assistant Bert Speer remembered: ‘“Not many burn cases survived, and
those that did were mainly scarred on the back and shoulders. The main ones that I treated
had dived into a river or creek and their backs were all burnt. ... Whenever rains occurred
up on the mountains hot ash and clouds of steam would wash down. This would leave a
layer of ash which would be up to two or three hundred degrees underneath the crust.
People would just walk into it unknowingly and burn their feet ...

1t was like a moon landscape. Higaturu station was grey, desolate, hot. When I
went up there the heat was intense. ... Later on the stench from decomposing bodies was
terrible. These were sad scenes and terrible to witness.’

Through the early days of the rescue, tremors and explosions continued, and there
was every chance that a second and greater explosion would occur. Everyone entering the
area was at risk. Vulcanologist, G.A.M. “Tony” Taylor, flew over ogwalked deep into the
danger area nearly every day to monitor activity. At times he spent the night at the foot
of the mountain. The citation for his George Cross praised his repeated disregard for
personal safety and his frequent warnings to rehabilitation parties endangered by minor
eruptions in places that ‘he so fearlessly entered himself”. A total of fourteen awards of
various levels were made to the aid workers that moved into the disaster area.

Gradually the terrible costs were known. About 3500 people had died. The
Sangara peoples, in particular, had suffered high losses. Thousands more were evacuated,
and often these were people grieving over the loss of family and friends. The thirty-five
Europeans who were killed included senior members of the administration such as Cecil
Cowley, the District Commissioner, and W.R. ‘Dickie’ Humphries, the Director of
Labour. Rescuers were greatly distressed by the deaths of admimistration and mission
families. Margaret de Bibra, the principal of Martyrs Memorial School, died close to the
graves of Mavis Parkinson and May Hayman who had been killed in the war. It was a
reminded that the Mount Lamington disaster had fallen across peoples only just
recovering from the turmoil of war.

Dr John Gunther ended his official report: ‘In retrospect, many things stand out
clearly. The horribleness of the devastation of a beantiful, quiet Station, now so filled
with death. The bravery of those few people who lived on the edge of the affected area
and did so much; in the face of further explosions, to rescue and aid the injured. The
steadfastmess of the Administration Officers, Missionaries and others in the face of
impending danger, who stood by their posts and gave their lives to calm an excited
population. The ability of the Administration, Commonwealth Government officials, the

‘general public, air-transport companies and many others, suddenly to meet, as a team, an
extreme situation and afterwards to know that everything was done that could be or had
to be done.”

It was a fine tribute. The speed, extent and efficiency of the response did much to
restore the confidence of the surviving peoples.

¥
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THE MEMOIRS OF AMY WASHINGTON (Continued)

(This second section af Amy's memaoirs covers the first few years of the 20™ century.)

Dad joined us not long after, for leave. He had received word that he was to be
transferred from Port Moresby and was given the choice of Cape Nelson, which was
situated at Milne Bay, or Daru, an island at the entrance to the Fly River, on the South
Western coast of Papua. Cape Nelson was an isolated place where the boat called
infrequently, and so would be a worry with a young family. The only other choice was
Daru, which was a very unhealthy, fever ridden place, but it was within short sailing
distance of Thursday Island, where a doctor was stationed. Also the pearling luggers
called there regularly with mail and supplies, so our next home was decided on and Dad
left to take up his position as Assistant Resident Magistrate, Sub-Collector of Customs
and Postmaster at Daru. It was Mother really, who had the responsibility of rearing the
family and arranging for their education. My father was forced to spend long periods
away on patrols, taking the census, investigating tribal wars, hearing court cases and
dealing with all matters in his particular area.

When things were in readiness in Darn Dad sent word for us to join him. Mother
with her five children and the new baby Muriel Kathleen, travelled to Thursday Island by
the Cintra, a coastal steamer, My father arrived next day from Daru in the Toawara, a
small sailing ship used by the Resident Magistrate of the Western Division and his
assistant. Because of the dangerous reefs and uncharted waters, we only travelled during
the day, and the first night anchored off Yam Island. When travelling by sailing ship in
Papua, it was essential to anchor quite a distance off shore to escape the mosquitoes
which descended in clouds at dusk. The Toawara had a small cabin which served as a
galley, so we slept on the hatch, wrapped in blankets - Moresby and the baby on pillows
beside Mother. Late on the second afternoon we sighted land. It seemed like a low
continuous line of mangroves at first, but later separated into the island of Bobo and
Daru. The clear water changed into the muddy water swept out from the Fly River. We
proceeded cautiously as there were no navigational markers defining the passage. A
somewhat dejected group made its way ashore. The island was surrounded by mud-flats
and forbidding mangrove forests. We slept the night in the Customs House which had
been reserved for our family. There were, including our family, 18 Europeans on Daru.
There were only six dwellings of any substance: the gaol, Mr Luff’s trade store, Messrs
Minshull and Maidment’s tradé store, the Resident Magistrate’s house occupied by Mr
and Mrs Jiear and their little girl Nancy, the mission house of the London Missionary
Society (LMS) and the Customs House where we lived.

Mr and Mrs Baxter-Reilly were in charge of the LMS school and as Mrs Baxter-
Reilly was a qualified teacher, they had established a school for about 50 of the native
children. Mother approached them about Herb and I attending, and they were delighted
to have us. The policy of the Society was to accept food in lieu of school fees, so an
arrangement was reached for our tuition to be paid for in coconuts - thirty per month, per
child. We were Catholics, but as the native children would think it strange if we did not
join in their prayers and hymns, Mother was more than happy for us to do this. We learnt
to speak the native language, Kiwai, very quickly and especially loved to sing the hymns
with the children. In the playground we would join in all the native dances and soon could
perform them almost as well as the local children.

One of Dad’s first tasks was to overcome the problem of getting ashore at low tide
over the exposed mud-flats. Even at high water, heavy cargo could not be landed other
than by means of whaleboat or dinghy. Even lightweight goods or passengers had to be
carried over the mud on the natives’ backs. This was ¢vercome by the construction of a
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lengthy causeway running from the shore to the deep water channel, laboriously
constructed by the prisoners out of natural stone quarried locally. From the old
photographs I have, it appears to be a quarter of a mile long. I believe it is still in
existence.

We were very fortunate in having the pearling luggers, schooners and mission
boats calling in with supplies of food (tinned of course), and flour, sugar etc. Mother
never failed to augment our supplies with whatever local foods we could obtain. The
staple food of the Delta natives was sago, and the native women brought it in large
bundles, wrapped in the leaf of the sago palm After lengthy preparation it was used for
puddings, custards, dumplings etc. Dad constructed a fish-trap and several times a week
we would bring back parrot fish and bream and huge fish with the most delectable flesh
which I now know as Barramundi, but then we had no special name for them. It has been
discovered that the Fly is an important spawning ground for the fish.

‘When the Torres Strait pigeons migrated in their thousands, Dad would take us in
the whaleboat with his crew to shoot a couple of dozen. We would only shoot as many
as we needed as there was no way of keeping perishables in those days. We would make
a picnic out of it and take our lunch. As we rowed home we would pass over the reef and
catch some crayfish - these were always welcome to supplement the food supply. The
natives who worked on the island would often go out to hunt dugong and turtle. When
they were successful they brought a gift of the flesh to Sinabada Symons. I was not partial
to dugong, but roasted it was quite edible, tasting like pork. The tuftle meat was floured
and fried. This we enjoyed, but it had a rather disturbing habit of maintaining a nervous
twitch long after it was butchered. This, according to native belief, continued till after
sunset.

Rosa, my eldest sister, held a clinic each moming for the wives, children and sick
natives on the station. The Rev. Baxter-Reilly noticed her interest in medicine and
showed her what he used on various ulcers and cuts. New Guinea ulcers were frightful
things and were treated with a mixture of sulphur powder and boracic. In the twenties,
when I returned to Papua, we used diluted Milton with great success.

Malaria was the worst enemy of the Delta, both natives and Europeans suffered
greafly from it. It was carried by the mosquitoes which bred amongst the mangroves and
mudflats and in those days there was no preventative medicine. There was no doctor or
nurse on Daru, but the Rev, Baxter-Reilly had had some medical training before leaving
England and was very kind and helpful to us. I have seen him arrive after a long walk in
the teeming rain to attend a member of the family who was ill. The worst times were
when the whole family was stricken with malaria at the same time, which happened on
quite a number of occasions. His treatment was Warberg Tincture tablets which had to
be taken with brandy.

Another missionary couple I remember visiting Daru were Mr and Mrs Butcher.
Mr Butcher later wrote a very interesting book about his work amongst the natives. The
John Williams, the LMS boat, called into Daru and Mrs Butcher spent a part of the day
at out home. She had a little baby girl of about three months of age. She allowed me to
sit with her in the bedroom while she fed the baby and afterwards gave the little thing to
“me to nurse. Her name was Phyllis, and [ was to learn afterwards she died at the mission
station of malaria.

The annual report states that only eight children lived west of Port Moresby in
1906. Six of these were members of our family. The fear of illness and the dread of death
was always with us. A mother always expected that she would lose one or perhaps two
of,‘her babies. When a child was ill on the isolated stations, we had no-one to send for.
We would use the remedies we knew and hope that God in His goodness would cure and
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preserve them.

I was my father’s favourite. In Daru he often went on short trips to the mouth of
the Fly or several miles up the huge river, and I often accompanied him. The Fly was a
great wide, muddy, swiftly flowing river, sixty miles wide at the mouth which was
marked by a large mud-bank. My father, with his boys, had marked a course over the
deepest part. Stakes driven into the mud had been used to mark a channel up niver to
avoid grounding. High tide was the only time it was possible to enter and the stakes were
clearly visible then. The natives named this passage Tora Pass. Mrs Jiear was the first
white woman to venture up the Fly and I was the first white child.

On one occasion the whole family came on the Toawara for an outing. We
anchored off two villages and Dad rowed over in the dinghy with his boys, dressed as
always in their blue serge with red trim, to investigate some incident which had been
reported. As we sat on the deck the crew drew our attention to crocodiles basking in the
sun on the bank. After a time they would slip silently into the muddy river, hardly causing
a ripple. Before Dad returned we had counted over 108, ranging in size from 3 ft to
approximately 14 ft in length. Many natives were attacked and eaten by crocodiles. The
women were easy prey when they went to wash or fill their water containers. The native
dogs always accompanied them, and people were always reporting a crocodile attack and
their dog being carried off.

In the government stations, individual offjcers carried out many different
functions. In Daru my father was Collector of Customs, Assistant Resident Magistrate
and Gaoler. The gaol at Daru was reserved for natives who had committed very serious
offences such as murder and were sent from all parts of British New Guinea. Daru was
an island and because of its isolation was difficult for anyone to escape from.

There was only one European prisoner there. His name was O’Meara - he was a
miner who had murdered his partner. He was termed to be ‘criminally insane’, and was
to be imprisoned for life - that is, the term of his natural life. The native prisoners wore
white ramis, overprinted with a broad black arrow. The white prisoner wore royal blue
dungaree shirt and trousers and a red and white spotted bandanna around his neck.

It must have been a dreadful existence for a man. The daily inspection my father
made was the only time he spoke to anyone. My mother was often concerned for him, and
on several occasions my father took her over on his daily inspection to converse with him.
Also, twice or three times a week, when the bread was baked, the warder was told to
report to the kitchen and Tess would send fresh bread across to him.

Normally compliant, he was capable of unexpected outbursts of violence. My
mother always had fears for my father’s safety. Those fears proved to be well grounded
as one day during inspection, completely without provocation, Mr O’Meara suddenly
attacked Dad with a cosh which he had cunningly fashioned by knotting a heavy glass
bottle stopper into one corner of his bandanna, the other corner tied to his wrist. Only
swift reaction saved Dad from having his skull fractured, and it took the combined effort
of my father and a native warder to subdue him. His Excellency Captain Barton made
mention of it in his annual report:

“The Merry England left Kairuku on the 24" and arrived at Daru on the 25" May 1907.
Only a short stay was made there as it appeared that a white prisoner, at the time a
confinee in Daru Gaol, had made what might have proved a serious attack on Mr Symons,
the Assistant Resident Magistrate and Gaoler. The prisoner, Mr O’Meara by name, had
in 1903 been acquitted of a charge of murder on the ground of insanity; since then he has
been getting violent, but was not evidently dangerous. It was impossible to keep such a
man at Daru where there was at the time only one Government Officer, and it was hoped
that perhaps the Queensland Government would be willing to receive him in one of the
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State asylums, the Government of Papua paying the costs of transfer and of maintenance.”

However it was impossible to induce the Australian Government to receive Mr
O’Meara who consequently was taken back in the Merrie England to Papua and lodged
in the Port Moresby gaol until an opportunity arose of transferring him to Samarai,

Patrols from Daru inevitably involved the use of the ZToawara. When 1
accompanied father on patrol he would never allow me to leave the ship unless he knew
the natives of the village he was inspecting. There was always an escort 'of police boys
with us. The people who lived on the Fly and inland villages were very primitive and did
not trust white men. Cannibalism was still practised. The different tribes fought amongst
themselves and always ate their enemies.

The most treasured possession was the human skull and these were kept in the
ceremonial houses. Dad told us there were hundreds of these gruesome objects displayed
there. When any disturbances, fights or murders were reported, a party of police led by
the Resident Magistrate or his Assistant was sent out immediately to investigate.

On one particular occasion, Dad was investigating reports of tribal warfare, but as
he knew the people well, he had no fear for my safety. On reaching the village, Dad
followed his usual practice of immediately setting up an open air court. His bench was
a folding trestle table and his stationery, documents and cash were kept in a large tin
deed box which had separate compartments. The whole village would assemble in front
of his table whilst his police escort and interpreter would stand behind him during the
proceedings. *

Siites
-

e

Court proceedings on the banks of the Fly River, 1904 with
Assistant Resident Magistrate Alexander Symons

When the case was completed he sent the dinghy back to the ship for me. As we
neared the bank, the village women assembled, talking excitedly and pointing towards the
boat. Dad explained that they had never seen a white child before and T was to act in a
friendly manner. Even if I felt a little apprehensive I was, under no circumstances, to
show it. 1 was dressed in a print dress, with white pinafore, tucked and embroidered,
Buttoned boots and long black ribbed stockings. My hair was braided in one long plait and
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I wore my mushroom hat lined with ruched muslin.

A police boy lifted me ashore and the women surrounded me immediately,
pointing at my clothing and talking and giggling amongst themselves. They were all
dressed in the usual short grass skirt with a split at each side and wore necklaces of dogs’
teeth, shells and beads. Their hands were none too clean and they began to poke my arms
and touch my face, all the time firing questions at the interpreter. Suddenly their eyes
fastened on my black stockings, and their voices rose shrilly as they asked the interpreter
for an explanation. ‘Roll down your stockings, my girl’, said my father. When I
eventually, and with much embarrassment, rolled down my stockings, the women
screamed and ran into the undergrowth. They thought I had two lots of skin, the black on
top, which I could roll down to show the white undemneath!

Cuniosity got the better of their fears and they recommenced their mvcsngalxons
They were amazed at my clothing, even - to my horror - lifting my frock to see what I
wore underneath. They marvelled at my blue eyes. They then demanded to see my hair
and indignantly I turned to Dad. One look was enough, so once again I reluctantly obeyed
and, undoing my plaits, [ let my hair fall freely. The cries now were all of admiration and
they began to run around me, slapping their stomachs in a sign of appreciation. They
became very brave and began to touch and gull at it. It was all too much for me and 1
began to cry. However I was forced to endure it until they were completely satisfied and
then Dad allowed me to return to the boat, which 1 was more than anxious to do.

I have fond memories of Sir Hubert Murray. He was a tall thin man with a gentle
manner. Whenever the Merrie England called at Daru he always visited our home and
shared a meal with us. There were few children in Western Papua and as he came to the
door he always said, “Where is my little Daru girl?’ When I returned to Papua in the early
twenties he was still in residence in Government House. I had need to ask his advice on
several occasions and he was always so kind and helpful.

Rev James Chalmers - ‘Tamate’

Although the skulls of the murdered missionaries, Chalmers and Mr Tomkins were
recovered by Sir George Le Hunt and Captain Barton respectively, no trace had ever been
found of the rest of their remains. Many of their relatives and friends were concerned
about this but, however great the regret that may have been felt at the thought that the
bones of these brave men should lie scattered about some cannibal village, the task of
collecting them had been looked upon as hopeless.

On one of his patrols, my father’s interpreter told him that a native man had
disclosed that he knew the bones were still in the village of Dopima and indicated that he
and several of the elders knew where they were. Dad, on returning to Daru, immediately
reported to the Resident Magistrate and very soon afterwards a party ammived from Port
Moresby in the Merrie England. This included Sir Hubert Murray, the acting Private
Secretary and Miss Beatrice Grimshaw, The London Times correspondent, who was on
a visit to Papua.

She came to our home for moming tea. She was dressed in a white blouse, navy
serge divided skirt, long leather boots and a white helmet, She admired an ornament in
the lounge room - a large pearl shell, hinged and opened enough to see the pearl blister
inside, with a piece of red coral still attached to the outside of the upper shell. Mother
presented it to her as a memento of her visit to Daru. Miss Grimshaw was to return to
Papua and take up residence in Port Moresby, in a house she had built near Rouna Falls,
She wrote many books, specialising in novels, having their background in the South Seas.

The following is an extract from the Annual Report of Papua New Guinea 1907-08
written by Sir Hubert Murray:

“At noon on the 3" February, we left Daru for the island of Goaribari and anchored off
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the village of Dopima. Great excitement prevailed on shore at the appearance of the
steamer, and the women and children were seen running along the beach, and making the
rest of their way in canoes up the creek which runs past the village from the interior of
the island. One of the armed native constabulary who could speak the language of the
island called out to the fugitives telling them not to be afraid and that our mission was a
peaceful one, and after a time first one and then another canoe, each containing one man,
put out from the shore and approached the ship. The first arrivals being rewarded with
presents of tobacco and Turkey Red, others gradually plucked up courage and by one
o'clock half a dozen single canoes had arrived and the stampede to the bush seemed to
have abated. Athalf past one, Mr Symons, assistant resident magistrate, Western Division
and myself went on shore with a crew of the Daru police, and at once went up to the
Dubu-Maimu (men’s house) - a large building, 190 yards long, situated near the bank of
the creek. At our approach, the panic-stricken dash for the bush recommenced, but Mr
Symons and myself, passing as quickly as we could through the big house and on to the
bank of the creek, succeeded after a few minutes in allaying the fears of the rinaways.
Happily the distribution of a few presents persuaded them our intentions were not hostile,
and they soon became as calm as the nervous and suspicious disposition of these
absolutely uncivilised people ever allows them to be. A little way back from the centre
of the beach are the platforms on which the dead are exposed. Four bodies were seen in
various stages of putrefaction, and the presence of several other platforms, in a state of
greater or less dilapidation, showed that this was the usual place for the exposure of the
dead. We were told that the custom was to leave the bodies on the platform until they
were reduced to skeletons, then to take the heads into the dwelling houses and to bury the
rest in a large mound which was pointed out to us close by. From the number of skulls
that were seen it was evident that inter-tribal fights are of common occurrence and there
can be no doubt that cannibalism is an ordinary practice, but at present nothing can be
done to put a stop to this beyond remonstrances and exhortations, which cease to be
effective as soon as the smoke of the Merrie England has faded away on the horizon.”
On the morning of the 14" February, it was suggested by one of the natives of the
neighbouring village of Turotere, that if they remained a little time, he might be able to
get the remains, so Sir Hubert gave orders to postpone the departure of the M.E. and the
party returned to shore.
The extract from the Annual Report continues:
“On entering the big house, a bundle was brought in, wrapped up in matting. [ opened it
and found it contained bones, which from the size, appeared to us to be the bones of an
European. We then questioned the chief as to where the rest of the bones were and we
were taken to the mound, near the place where the bodies were exposed, which had been
pointed out to us the day before, and were informed that the bones of the white men were
buried in a particular part. Shovels were sent for, and a number of bones disinterred and
placed with the others. The whole were sent to Thursday Island for examination by the
Government Medical Officer, who certified that all the bones with one exception were
human, that they formed portions of the skeletons of three men, two European and one
_ man of dark race, and that one of the Europeans suffered during life from a tubercular
" trouble. It appears that the Rev. Tomkins suffered from a tubercular complaint, so that it
would appear probable that the remains are, as represented by the natives, those of the
martyr missionaries.” The remains of the missionaries were brought to Daru for burial.
The police were formed into a guard of honour and a procession of Government officials
walked slowly from the landing stage to the London Missionary Society Church. One of
the mission boys carried the box containing the bones, which was covered in white calico.
Mother had dressed us all in our best and we stood in a group outside our house as the
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procession passed by, bowing our heads in respect for the two brave men. The burial
service was conducted by the Rev. A.N. Johnson, Home Secretary of the London
Missionary Society, the Rev. Mr Dauncey, the Rev. Mr Butcher and the Rev. Baxter-
Reilly assisted him.

My father’s term of office in Daru was expiring in 1908 and he was anxious for
news of his transfer. This was always awaited with trepidation, as British New Guinea
was still very primitive, government stations few, and many hundreds of miled separated
them. Transport was by sailing ship or small steamers. European schools were non-
existent. Also, one was particularly fortunate to be posted to a government station where
a medical practitioner was in residence. With a large family such as ours, it was a time
of stress for our parents until we knew where our next home would be. My father’s time
of leave in Australia was due and as the Merrie England was going to Brisbane for her
routine overhaul, arrangements were made for her to call and collect us from Daru.
Mother wrote to Mrs Hunter, wife of the captain of the Merrie England, and she procured
a rented house for us in Earl Street, Red Hill, Brisbane.

. In 1908, while on leave in Brisbane, Dad was informed he had been appointed as
Resident Magistrate, South Eastern Division. His headquarters would be at Kulumadau,

on Woodlark Island. He sailed on the Burns Philp Steamship Madambo and arrived at

Bonagai on 23" October 1907 to take up his appointment and make a home for us all.

Mother was expecting again, ahd arrangements were made for amidwife to attend.
The baby was born in the house in Earl Street. It was a little girl. She was named Ena,
after Queen Ena of Spain, whom mother admired greatly. Mother was lying in the bed
with the dear little thing beside her and she handed the baby to me and said, “You are old
enough, Amy, to take care of her. She will be your responsibility.” It had always been the
custom in our family to give one of the older children charge of the baby when it was
born. I was so proud to think I was old enough to be given the responsibility. It was the
most wonderful thing that had ever happened to me, and from that day I was completely

devoted to her. (To be concluded in next issue)
FEERRRER R F

BOSANGAT'S STORY OF THE ORIGIN OF THE SOCIETY

(This is a story which Geoff Melrose's much-loved Bosangat told him -

see ‘Bosangat’ in the September 2000 issue, page 14.)

“There was once a man - the only man - standing on a headland. He was holding
a piece of diwai (wood) in his hands and looking at the solwara (sea) and wondered why
he was the only man. He looked into the sky and saw a bird which kept flying down to
him and then away again. The bird wanted him to follow it. It led him down and around
the beach and over the next headland, On the next beach there was a strange man, He had
susus (breasts). He gave this other one his piece of diwai and she looked at it for a long
time: ]

Together they built a house and had many children, and they had many children
and they had many children and there was not enough room for them all. So, many looked
for more room for their houses. Some even went on the solwara and swam or canoed to
other places. Some went very far to where there was not much sun so they stayed pale,
while we who stayed where there was much sun turned dark.”

I'was about six or seven when he told me this. In answer to my question as to why
there were children, he simply stated, “He was a man, but the one with susus was a
woman and they always have babies.” To my question “Why did he have the diwai?”, his
answer was “It was his message for the other one.” Childish curiosity was satisfied with
this. :
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IMPRESSIONS OF KIMBE, GOROKA AND KEREMA
by John Howard

John Howard is a member of an AusAID group at present working in PNG. He
spent most of August conducting week-long training sessions in different centres. The aim
of the project is to help communities plan for the education of their children and maintain
their schools. John sent the following impressions of the areas he visited:

KIMBE - Kimbe had a relaxed air about it, certainly compared to Port Moresby and Lac.

I stayed at a new hotel beside the San Remo Club which had rusa deer roaming around
the grounds. The shopping areas of town were very crowded and no sign of the poverty
evident in Port Moresby. In some parts of West New Britain, at least, people are able to
make an income from palm oil and timber royalties. On a Sunday afternoon 1 drove east
of Hoskins towards Bialla. T was surprised at so much activity in the villages - football
matches, people watching ARL on the television at a technical school, a couple of parties
etc. The road was in excellent condition but one had to drive slowly because of the
numbers of people out for a Sunday promenade. Until this visit to West New Britain I had
not known that there was a road across the island. Subject to road conditions it is possible
to drive from Talasea to Gasmata. Most of the rogd was constructed by a timber company
for logging purposes. It links up with the road along the north coast which goes from
Talasea to Ulamona,

GOROKA - I was paying my second visit to Goroka since my return. One of the first
things I saw reminded me of the Goroka of old: an expatriate walking down to the airport
with their luggage! In fact one of the things that sticks in mind was expatriates walking
around, an uncommon sight in Port Moresby. I myself walked back from the National
Sports Institute to the Bird of Paradise, reaction of the locals suggesting that it was
nothing out of the ordinary. I was told missions are one of the biggest businesses in town.
Certainly the bistro at the Bird at lunchtime seemed to be full of New Tribes people.
(New Tribes also had a big base in Hoskins.) We conducted training at the National
Sports Institute in a building of river stone and cement similar to buildings in the old
showground. I asked what the building had prev10usly been used for and was told it had
been the Girl Guides Hall.

KEREMA - It was my first visit to Kerema. Everything in town has a very dilapidated
appearance. The hotel no longer operates and the only accommodation in town is the
Catholic Mission guesthouse. There are only two medium size stores in town, one
Chinese owned, the other owned by some absentee businessmen. Ilakaraeta School is very
run down and our project will be helping it. The wharf is no longer used - the area around
itis silted up. In any case, a local court has awarded ownership of the area to a local clan.
When a barge unloads cargo on the shore a fee is paid to the ‘landowners’. The former
district commissioner’s residence still stands on the hill overlooking the ‘town square’ -
. it had been condemned but a school inspector purchased it and has made repairs. The
provincial government has recently had some planners up from Cairns and they propose
to make Kerema like Kurandal, We went for some walks through villages and along the
beach and people are very friendly. There would be less than half a dozen non-Papua
New Guineans in the town now. There is a good market here and we went back to
Moresby loaded with mud crabs, betel nut and sago for friends and colleagues.
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WANTED TO BUY

Pacific Island, New Guinea and Aboriginal Art and Artefacts.
Only Material collected before 1960. Top prices paid. Will travel
anywhere in NSW and Queensland.

Please contact Bill Evans (member Antique Dealers Association of Australia)
Caspian Gallery, 469 Oxford Street, Paddington NSW 2021
telephone 02 9331 4260, fax 02 9360 1385 Outside Sydney free call 1800 818 056

BLOGG FAMILY RETURNS TO PNG
by Judith Blogg

At first everything was unfamiliar and Mt. Hagen bore little resemblance to the
town I had known 20 years before. But after two days, when I became better oriented,
remnants from the past emerged. There was the DC’s house, the primary school which our
boys attended, the Council Chambers from where I ran the Mt Hagen Post Courier office
and, further out, the old high school where I had tanght.

The avocado tree we planted over the grave of our boxer, Puddenhead, was a
flourishing 20 feet high and surely there could be no greater monument to a dog than this
evidence of health and well-being in a town that seemed sorely lacking in both. The
house we built in Hagen was still standing, neglected looking. The town streetscape was
a conglomeration of ugly, box-like buildings among which were a few business names we
had known all those years before. On the corner, opposite the first purpose-built Hagen
Country Club, which my father designed, a security guard patrolled outside the bank with
a bored-looking Alsatian while inside guards clutched batons. We casily identified the
sites of the Hagen Park Motel and the Hotel but they were hidden behind high, featureless
fences.

The urgent need for security measures, especially the high fences around residences
most of which were ragged, corrugated iron affairs topped with razor wire, highlighted the
level of lawlessness. The forlorn buildings, the mindlessly strewn rubbish and heavily
pot-holed roads lent a derelict, forsaken air and the people wandered along the roads in
their thousands, apparently aimlessly. We had expected deterioration, but not this. Only
the market, still in the same place but bigger and, unlike the rest of the town, better,
showed real signs of life, even if one of these signs was the apprehension of a thief by a
group of young townsfolk.

Despite this, George Leahy, our host, demonstrated that the heart of this town still
beat strongly, all manner of enterprises taking place behind the barred windows and
security gates, his own Oilmin Field Services one of them. And stretching away from Mt
Hagen are the highland valleys as beautiful as ever. High on the range above Mt Hagen,
on the way to Dan Leahy’s Kuta where the townspeople do not congregate, is a superb
native material tourist hostel with magnificent gardens and a fabulous view and no high
fence or razor wire to be seen.

George 15 a realist. He knows there is opportunity in Mt. Hagen and has learned
to live according to the cut of the Mt. Hagen cloth, We called his house Fort Knox, with
its great, high, concrete-rendered fence set with outward jutting, barbed spikes. Behind
it, and indeed in George’s company, we felt absolutely secure and immeasurably grateful
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for his support. We could not have done what we set out to do without him.

We arrived in Hagen on July 2, 2000 and the next day set off for the Nebilyer
Valley and Alimp where Barry had created, and for 21 years owned and managed, Verona
Coffee Estates. The group included George at the wheel and my sons Christopher and
Julian, Julian’s wife Julie, and myself. And there was the box holding Barry’s cremated
remains that we were bringing back to the place he never really wanted to leave. There
was one omission in our little family and that was Christopher’s wife, Lee, who was not
with us because their new baby was only a few weeks old. In the back of the car were
two of George's children who were in Hagen for the Brisbane school holidays. They have
wonderful Irish names in memory of their proud heritage.

In a second 4 x 4, also donated for the day by George, was an employee.of builder
Jim Gilsenan and the equipment he needed to install a plaque I had brought with me.
With him was Mar, a member of the Board of Management now in charge of the Alimp
plantation. It was reassuring to have Mar with us.

Again, everything was different yet the same. What had been a dirt track with
numerous bridges had become sealed for much of the way and the bridges had been
replaced by culverts. Timber bridge-decking to the local people had become synonymous
with keeping warm in the cold highlands nights. But the hills and bends were the same
and the pot-holes in the tar just as plentiful as in the dirt. The sealing stopped beyond Joe
Leahy’s place and from then on, stretches of the road had broken down completely. The
beautiful Nebilyer Valley and the great, forested ranges flanking it were barely visible
along much of this track where, in the absence of kiaps, tall grasses had grown almost to
the wheel ruts. It seemed incomprehensible that I had regularly driven a station wagon
over this road with two children on board.

The mighty Trug gorge, where the rocky road dropped sharply to a Bailey bridge
and the river raged far benecath, were all exactly as | remembered. Soon after we had
climbed up the other side from the bridge, Joe Leahy caught up with us. Bloggs had been
Joe’s neighbours and I suddenly felt tears stinging as we stopped to say “hi”. And so a
convoy of three vehicles descended on the little hamlet of Alimp. In 20 years three trade
stores, now quite dilapidated, had been added to the scene and a large concrete monument
beneath which was buried Nintepa, a local bigman. The people there now wore grubby
European clothes instead of the traditional bilum and pulpul. That was all, except that the
plantation was gradually becoming overgrown and the coffee trees slowly declining. Not
the way Barry left them. Still it seemed to be intact and productive, which is more than
we had dared hope

The welcome was overwhelming. There were hugs and pats and tears and hand-
wringing and the locals remembered Christopher and Julian’s names though they weren’t
sure who was who. I was still Missus. Since it was clear that we needed their approval,
the people of Alimp had known we were coming, thanks to George and Joe, and the
reason for it,, Nevertheless a “discussion” was essential during which Joe, speaking
fluently in the local dialect, reiterated that we were bringing Barry back to bury him. The
elders said this made them very happy and wanted him buried next to Nintepa which
pleased me as they had prepared a ples matmat for their leader and were likely to care for
"1t

To me, the smell, the heat, the pressing crowd and the grimy hands reaching for
ours were incredibly familiar and it was as though [ had never left. 1 wondered how Julie
was coping as she had never been in the country before. But there was a good deal of
truth in Julian’s observation that the event was something she could not witness anywhere
elge in the world and would happily put up with any discomfort for what it gave to the
uniqueness of the occasion. They are both called Jules, which is difficult, especially as
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I’m mostly Jude.

Barry died in 1997 and it was Christopher’s suggestion that we bring his ashes back
to Alimp in 2000. I don’t know why he said 2000 but we all approved the idea and the
timing and, as the grave was dug at Alimp and the soil trodden down, we knew we had
done the right thing. In fact, Barry would have got a huge kick out of what went on at
Alimp that day and I certainly found it infinitely more significant than the Melbourne
service we gave him.

Being PNG, it seemed perfectly normal when we discovered that no one had
remembered to drill holes in the plaque to match those in its stand. I could almost hear
Barry’s comments at that discovery and I couldn’t help smiling. George took command
of that situation, too. We lowered out little cask into the hole along with coffee beans
from the Alimp trees, forgetting until later that Barry really would have appreciated a nip
or two of rum to go with the coffee.

So we left Alimp for the second time, amid urgings from the people that we, or at
least the boys, should return to help them. Their needs were so obvious and their
expectations of what independence would bring so unfulfilled that it made me very sad.
1 know Christopher and Julian, deeply touched by the events of that day, would like to
have said yes, they would return. But it was not something that could be promised.

The other part of this epic journey of historic interest to Bloggs was a visit to
Madang which we made because Christoph was anxious to see the Lutheran Mission
station, Yagaum, where he was born. Jules was to have been born there too but at the last
minute that happened in Australia because, for medical reasons of his own, the Yagaum
surgeon was sent south at the critical time. As it turned out, Jules may have been relieved
at my enforced change of plan.

The old building in which so many expatriate women from the highlands had their
babies in the early ‘60s, was falling down. The operating theatre, with twisted overhead
lights still dangling from the ceiling, was minus most of its fibro walls and puddles lay on
the concrete floor. But at Yagaum there are also weary-looking newer buildings and, in
them, one man, a charming Madagascan doctor, runs a health centre under the most
formidable constraints.

Although Madang displays fewer overt signs of the lawlessness we saw in Mt.
Hagen and later in Lae, even in that tropical paradise there was evidence to show the
breakdown of an infrastructure, deprived of money and foresight. I was fearful that
Yagaum might be symptomatic of the people’s PNG today. Run down, no money, no
forward planning and not much hope for the future. The tragedy of what is happening is
the greater because the country is so rich and so very beautiful.

The people seem to have been overwhelmed by events since we left, to the point
of apathy. It has made them vulnerable and easy prey for the corrupt and those who spend
the nation’s money on things like buying votes. But now there is a glimmer of hope. As
George Leahy said, Sir Mekere Morauta is a prime minister of the right calibre, with the
interests of the people at heart and the strength of character to try and turn things around.
It is to be hoped he will get the support he needs to make his enlightened policies work.

HELP WANTED: Des Pike of Moil, NT, wrote - “Would any member who has a spare
Papuan Village Constable’s badge for sale or exchange, please contact me. What I am
after is one of those round aluminium badges that were handed out to village leaders in
the days prior to the introduction of Local Government Councils. Am prepared to pay any
reasonable amount for one of these, or would exchange it for a Tul-tul’s badge, if anyone
was interested.” Please contact Des at 12 Thompson Crescent MOIL NT 0810, or
e-mail: despike@optusnet.com.au or phone 08 8927 3706
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TRAVEL IN PNG

Peter BARTER, a/Chairman of the PNG Tourism Promotion Authority (TPA),
advises that the TPA is now releasing Travel Advisories to the media and foreign
governments in an effort to disseminate accurate information about travel in PNG.
Following is a copy of a recent issue:

TRAVEL ADVISORY - PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Papua New Guinea remains a safe destination to visit providing visitors follow
basic advice provided by the PNG Tourism Promotion Authority.

CAUTIONARY ADVICE - There has been some crime in Port Moresby and parts of
the Highlands. The Kokoda Trail remains closed until further notice due to demands
being made by landowners on the Government. The Oro Provincial Government has also
stated that until the land issues are resolved, visitors are not welcome in the Oro Province.
Since the closure, tour operators selling the Kokoda Trail have successfully operated treks
to other areas of PNG. (11 is hoped that the landowner problem will be resolved in the
near future, and Kokoda Trail and Oro Province is re-opened to tourists.)

Visitors intending to dive or cruise islands or Sepik River should not be concerned
over the security. All diving locations in PNG remain very safe and security is excellent
at hotels in Madang, Rabaul, Kavieng, Alotau, Wewak, Lorengau and aboard live-aboard
dive vessels.

Trekking in most regions of PNG is safe, but visitors are reminded to use reputable
tour operators.

Itis recommended that tourists visiting PNG book all arrangements with reputable
tour operators and travel agents.

In Port Moresby and some townships in the Highlands tourists should not walk
around by themselves after dark. Hotels remain very safe and a source of immediate area
local information.

The regional instability in Fiji, Indonesia and Solomon Islands has NOT affected
PNG.

The PNG provinces of East New Britain, Milne Bay, West New Britain, Manus,
New Ireland, Sandaun, Madang, Morobe, Gulf, Simbu, Eastern Highlands, Enga, Western
Highlands all remain quite safe.

ACCOMMODATION - PNG offers fine hotels, resorts and village lodges all offering
excellent accommodation. In addition, live-aboard dive vessels are available in Milne
Bay, Madang, East New Britain, New Ireland, West New Britain offering superb diving.
A small expeditionary cruise vessel operates schedule cruises along the Sepik River and
to the Trobriand Islands. New hotels have opened at Kimbe, Lae, Rabaul, Mt Hagen and
Alotau. Guest Houses are opening in all major centres of PNG offering comfortable
inexpensive accommodation.

MEDICAL - Visitors to PNG should consult their doctors to obtain the appropriate anti-
malarial suppressants and dosage. Malaria is endemic throughout most parts of PNG but
this should not deter visitors providing they have taken the precaution of taking anti-
malarial medication. Water in most parts of PNG is quite good, but if in doubt, purchase
bottled water which is readily available, or boil. In all major townships there are private
dbetors and a hospital that can provide visitors medical attention, and Medivac
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organisations that can provide fast jet ambulance services to North Queensland in an
emergency. Well stocked Pharmacies are available in all major townships of PNG. A
decompression chamber is available in Port Moresby in the event of a diving accident.

Like many other developing countries, HI'V/Aids is becoming a major problem and
visitors should be aware of its prevalence in larger urban areas.

COMMUNICATION - PNG has a modern telephone system but it is sometimes
disrupted due to failures of repeater stations. ISD/STD dialing is possible throughout
PNG. The country code is 675. Satellite telephone systems are now becoming widespread
in remote regions of PNG along with television and other communication technology.
Internet is available but tends to be slow and sometimes unreliable.

BANKING - In most major townships banks are available. Major banks in PNG include
the Papua New Guinea Banking Corporation, Westpac, ANZ, Bank of South Pacific,
Maybank, Bank of Hawaii. The best exchange rates can be obtained from banks and there
are bank exchange facilities at the airport in Port Moresby.

The currency in PNG is the Kina made up of 100 units called toea. Exchange rates
vary from day to day. Currency exchange is possible at most major hotels.

TRANSPORTATION - Travel within PNG is by Air Niugini, the National Airline, plus
a number of smaller commuter airlines including MBA, Airlink, Island Airways all of
whom have a good safety record. In addition to airlines and charter operators in recent
years anumber of fast ferries have been introduced providing inexpensive travel between
major centres such as Rabaul, Kimbe, Lae, Madang, Wewak. The Highlands Highway
runs from Lae into all Highland Provinces but visitors should practise caution in utilising
public motor transportation (PMV vehicles) which can be uncomfortable and dangerous.
Whilst most major towns have feeder roads, very few of the major centres are connected
by road. There are no trains in Papua New Guinea. Visitors should practise some caution
in using public motor transportation. Rental cars are available in all major centres
throughout PNG.

PNG is served internationally by both Qantas operating between Australian ports
and Port Moresby and also by Air Niugini who operate international flights from
Brisbane, Caimns, Singapore, Manila, Honiara to Port Moresby and from Cairns to Port
Moresby and Lae, Aircraft used are B767, Airbus 321, F28-4000 series. Air Niugini
recently announced they have signed up with the Qantas Frequent Flyer program.

FESTIVALS - The Goroka, Mt Hagen, Enga, Wewak, Morobe, Hiri Moale and Madang
shpws will all be held in 2001 - dates to be confirmed.

For further details, contact the PNG Tourism Promotion Authority in Japan or Port
Moresby or the nearest PNG Mission,

Peter Barter OBE, A/Chairman, PNG Tourism Promotion Authority
2 F1. Pacific Insurance Haus, Champion Parade,

PO Box 1291, Port Moresby, NCD

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Tel: (675) 320 0211 Fax: (675) 320 0223

Email: tourismpng@dg.compg  Http://www.paradiselive.org.pg
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NOTE: Regarding safety issues, Peter Barter wrote, “It would be foolish for us to
suggest there are no crime problems in PNG. Itis equally irresponsible for anyone to state
that Papua New Guinea is not safe to visit. Providing basic precautions are taken, visitors
to PNG will enjoy their visit without any problems. Avoid areas of known danger, visit
areas which are stated safe and accept local advice when given; most of all, treat the
people as you would like to be treated, the results are quite spontaneous.”

Peter added, “Please convey to all, Christmas greetings from mysclf and the PNG
Tourism Promotion Authority and we look forward to your members revisiting PNG.”

ELEEEEEE L2 2
A CLOSE SHAVE
by Bill Guest

During 1952 it was decided that the Pacific Islands Regiment would establish an
outstation at Vanimo. Myself, with a warrant officer and captain from Northern
Command in charge, together with six Pacific Islands Regiment soldiers and a dozen
Army engineers sailed from Wewak in the good ship Thetis under command of Don
Henderson, disembarking at Vanimo on 28 November, thus creating another page in the
history of Papua New Guinea.

All went well, but I was out of luck whilst engaged in a softball match and was
flown out to Wewak Hospital with a fractured right toe. This was quickly dealt with by
Dr Roth and his staff, and I found myself with a plaster cast stretching from toe to knee.
1 was well looked after in Wewak, and especially enjoyed film nights in the old Sepik
Club where any breakdown during the showing would result in a dive for the bar.

After about a week, Dr Roth told me that the following morning the flying doctor
(John Mclnerney) was going to Vanimo in his Auster and I would accompany him. It was
a beautiful dawn as we took off, and John was in good humour whistling some ditty as
we followed the coastline. Suddenly he yelled out “Look below”, pointing down towards
the sea. He put the aircraft in a deep dive and, looking down there, floating on top of the
water was the biggest puk puk (crocodile) I had ever seen. Just when I expected my Army
career to come to a sudden end, John pulled out and back up to our flying height. He
shouted “Must be at least twenty feet!”. A bit further on there was a repeat of the action.
This time I found myself staring at a giant manta ray, likewise floating on the water. John
pointed ahead and called out “Aitape”. I looked forward and saw a large church with a
sizeable white cross on top. There were three figures standing outside waving. Down we
went again, and John yelled out through his side “Good Morning gentlemen!” Up we
went again, and shortly after landed at Vanimo.

About six weeks after that, Graham Taylor (kiap), told me that the flying doctor
was coming in the following moming and I could go back with him to have the plaster
removed. Next morning in he came (after sending the engineers flying for safety when
he buzzed the strip) and 1 dutifully went down with my haversack for the refurn to
Wewak.

Shortly, down the road leading to the haus kiap, came Graham, George Wearne
and Tan Skinner, accompanied by John Mclnemney. Graham said to me, “Sorry Bill, but

- these two have to get back to Wewak in a hurry. John will be back this afternoon and you
can go then.” I thanked him and returned to my place of work. I heard the engine start up,
and then go info a roar as it took off from the Wewak end. I heard nothing more, and then
the voice of Mick Casey (our 2IC) calling “Hurry Bill, McInerney has gone in!” I
clambered into the Jeep and we raced up the strip and looked out into the water. There
we saw a few canoes around a spot about 100 yds out, one of which had towed a large
coconut tree log behind it. The log was brought back to the shore with George and Tan
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clinging to it, Father Raymond Quirk from the Mission had arrived at this time and
commenced diving (in his underpants) to try and reach the sunken plane. Later we found
out that when the plane was boarded, lIan Skinner got into the luggage compartment
behind the pilot and George Wearne was in the left-hand seat. Evidently John had turned
to buzz the strip, with insufficient height, and side-slipped into the water. George fell out
the side and lan suffered deep leg wounds as he was thrown through the aircraft roof. Of
the pilot there was no sign.

The Army engineers produced a very thick rope, and one of the divers managed
to fasten one end to the plane’s undercarriage. The police boys went into the native
hospital and came back with the entire nursing staff plus those patients who could lend
a hand, and with much verbal encouragement dragged the Auster onto the water’s edge.
There was a deep dent in the instrument panel where the pilot’s head must have struck.
Gibbes Sepik Airways arrived in force, with Bobby Gibbes, Peter Manser and Pat
O’Toole, and although they searched the water they could not locate the unfortunate pilot.
However his body was washed up at either Mushu or Tako village a couple of days later;
it was obvious he had suffered a severe head injury. Somehow John must have got his
door open just before the impact.

I have often thought how fortunate I was at that time, because I would have had
no hope of survival with my leg in the heavy cast.

THE OLYMPIC TORCH AT THE KOKODA TRACK MEMORIAL WALKWAY

The Olympic Torch, after travelling throughout Australia, made a spectacular
appearance at the Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway on Thursday 14 September 2000.
It was due at 5.56 a.m. so when Albert Speer and myself decided to go at the invitation
of Ms Alice Kang, Honorary Secretary of the Walkway, it was an early start. However
a booked taxi for 4 a.m. took us there via Ryde with no traffic on the road. We were met
by be-medalled RSL. members with invitations for free coffee and tea or a sausage
sandwich, The whole area was lit up, bristling with TV cameras and crew. Seating was
provided for the memorial service preceding the torch’s arrival. It was a splendid moming
- quite warm and a glorious full moon over the Parramatta River. The Dawn Service with
Mr Rusty Priest A M. as M.C. was conducted with the help of the NSW Corrective
Services Band, The Sydney Town Chorus, Melinda Edwell, Simon Militans, pipes and
drums of the Royal NSW Regiment, National Servicemen’s Association of Australia,
Illawarra & NSW Branches, and Concord Council. There was a wreath-laying ceremony
and the Last Post by a bugler, Lament by a piper and the Reveille by a bugler. At the end
of the service a large basket of white doves was opened and they (reluctantly) flew off.

We were all invited to line the Walkway and we joined Judy and Kila Karo (PNG
Consul-General) there. The torch was lit in the car park by Mr Priest and then carried by
four veterans who were: Don Oughtred who spent 13 weeks fighting at Gona and then
went to the Aitape-Wewak campaign, Ron Cashman who fought in the Korean war, Eddie
Wright who fought in the Korean war and the Malayan emergency and John Keenan who
fought in Vietnam. It was very exciting to be so close to the torch - we really could have
touched it. Afterwards there was more coffee and breakfast. A shuttle bus ran regularly
to Concord RSL where a full breakfast was available. It was all very well organised and
made for a memorable occasion for the 2000 Olympics. [0 Pat Hopper

PARALYMPIC NOTE - Freddie Kaad carried the Paralympic Torch along Miller St, Nth
Sydney, A smiling Freddie received a wonderful welcome from the crowds, and was
prominent on ABC TV News that night. We hope to have a photo in the next issue.
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MORE PHOTOGRAPHS FOR THE ARCHIVES from DON BARNES

Don Barnes of Mitcham SA (previously a European Medical Assistant) has sent a further
24 photographs for the archives, taken between 1944 and 1969. Below are some of them,

Taken at Voco Point,
Lae, about 1960. Don
wrote, “The builders of
this vessel were rightly
proud of their work and
painted the name of their
village, KAPA KAPA, in
large black letters on its
side.” The vessel's
superstructure is built
onto a double canoe -
you can just pick out the
canoe hulls on either
side of the slats at the
rear of the vessel,

The Barnes Family about to depart Morobe for ‘Zaka’, 1949 (taken with box camera)
Don wrote, “Our only neighbours were a German missionary family, Lutheran -
Rev. L. Goetzelmann, his wife and two small daughters. The mission station was near
the mouth of the Waria River. To visit was by canoe for about an hour, and then about
three-quarters of an hour's climb up to the mission station, ‘Zaka’. We had Christmas
1949 with the Goetzelmann family and later they visited us and baptised our baby son,
Ray Up a river just off the right hand edge was an American motor torpedo-boat base.”



Please give this Membership Application Form to anyone who might be
interested in joining. Current members please use the Renewal Form located
below the luncheon booking form in this insert.

RETIRED OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA INC.

{Incorporated in New South Wales)
ABN 35027 362 171
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
I, the undersigned, support and subscribe to the objectives of the Retired Officers' Association of
Papua New Guinea as detailed on the reverse of this application form and hereby apply for
membership of the Association. My personal details are as follows:

Full Name Title (Please lcl'rde)
(Please Print) (Mr, Mrs, Ms, Miss, Dr, .....)
Mailing Address (Please print) Residential Address (if different to Mailing Address)
I"ast Code
Telephone Facsimile Mobile E-mail
Home / AH |
Work |
Membership Type ] Member (PNG Superannuant) I Assoclate I
(Please 'tick' appropriate box - see over) | | ]
Details of PNG Residence or Interest: Year of Arrival Year of Departure

(attach addifional sheet if necessary)

Pasition(s) / Occupation(s) / AM{s) L TR, < Wy e Wt RO ST o
Current Occupation and / or IRIETest:...........vccveuseriearasesrsinssmensasransnassons

The following information will assist your Executive in the administration of the Association.
(You are assured that the information provided will be kept strictly confidential)

Date of Birth:....! ..../ .... Spouse/Partner’s Full Name: ...............cccooocennivannns

The Annual Subscription is $12 per calendar year and future years can be paid in advance.

Year 2001 @ $12 §........ Please return completed form to -
""" yourn @ B2 Pomio The Secretary,

Airmail postage Signature ROAPNG, Inc

if applicable [ JS— PO Box 452

(see over) souil wawed weas ROSEVILLE NSW 2069
AMOUNT Date

ENCLOSED Esias

(Chegue or Money Order)




The Objects of the Association

(a) to safeguard and foster the retirement conditions of all members, including conditions applicable to
widows and dependants;

(b) to represent members, their widows and dependants in all superannuation matiers;

(c) to co-operate on all matters of mutual interest with associations representing pensioners and
superannuants having similar objectives to this association;

(@ to promote friendly association among all members and associate members;

(e) to foster and encourage contact and friendship with Papua New Guineans and an interest in Papua
New Guinea affairs;

(3] to encourage the preservation of documents and historical material related to Papua New Guinea;

(g) to encourage members and associate members to contribute to the production and recording of oral
and written history of Papua New Guinea.

Definitions

Member (Superannuant) - A retired officer or widow or dependant of a deceased officer entitled to pension as a
result of the officer's previous service in the Public Service of Papua New Guinea.

Associate Member - A former (or current) resident of Papua New Guinea or other person subscribing to the objects
of the Association.

In Touch With Old Friends

ROAPNG has been established since 1952. Originally its main task was to oversee the superannuation entitlements
of retired PNG officers and their dependants. While our responsibilities to our superannuant members continue as
always, ROAPNG has taken on a wider role in recent years. The Association has expanded its activities to create a
network that provides a friendly contact point for any person who has ever lived or worked in Papua New Guinea.
Indeed, persons who have a positive interest in PNG have also been invited to apply for membership even if they
have not lived in PNG.

ROAPNG is primarily a social organisation with more than 1200 members. The Association keeps in touch with its
members, their partners, children and friends through its Journal - "Una Voce” which is published four times a year.
This Journal is read with interest by 3000 or more readers.

"Una Voce" publishes tales of old PNG days, current news from former colleagues who now live in all parts of
Australia and overseas, items of interest, information on PNG reunions anywhere in Australia as well as obituaries.
The membership list, circulated annually with "Una Voce ", enables members to keep in touch with each other.

Organisation and management of ROAPNG's activities are undertaken on an honorary basis by several members who
give much of their time in "keeping the show on the road". ROAPNG in Sydney has a caring committee that
maintains contact with members who are old, ill or need assistance. There are two lunches in Sydney each year and
similar gatherings are promoted in other parts of Australia.

We invite you to join us ...

International Postal Charges - Delivery of the "Una Voce " Journal
Australia Post International postal charges (all items are sent by airmail) are as follows -
Asia/Pacific region - $2 per issue or $8 per year
Rest of the World - $3 per issue or $12 per year
Overseas members should increase their membership subscriptions by the above amount and remit the total
(subscription plus postage) by bank draft in Australian dollars to avoid imposition of Australian bank charges.



THE ASSOCIATION'S 2000 CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER at 11.45 am for 1.00 pm
at THE MANDARIN CLUB - Cnr. Pitt and Goulburn Streets, Sydney

Cost: $24.00 per head including GST - a banquet style meal will be served. Drinks at
Club prices: Beer $7.50 per jug, $2.70-$2.80 per can/ Wine $8. 10 per carafe, $2.70 glass/
Soft drink $6.40 per jug. Drinks (alcoholic and non-alcoholic) available by the glass.

The Council parking station, cnr Goulburn and Castlereagh Sts, will be open from 9am
to 11pm - charging a flat rate of $7.00 for the day. The Club is not far from Town Hall,
Central and Museum Stations. If you need assistance with transport please ring Pamela
Foley on 9428 2078. Also ring Pamela if you would like a vegetarian meal.

Special care is taken with seating arrangements to help those attending alone, or those
who feel they may not know many people. If you would like to sit with friends, please
indicate this on the booking slip and we will try to arrange it (but it is not always
possible). Please book early! Re cancellations, please notify the Treasurer, Ross
Johnson, by noon Friday 1 December (Ph 9876 6178/fax 9868 2068) to obtain a refund.

LUNCHEON BOOKING

Please print Christian Name and Surname for name cards:
(name) will attend the luncheon and will be
TV VAE 1117 1 TP IS S U R

If possible I would like to be seated With..........oeveiiiiiic e

The enclosed cheque includes: My luncheon payment $24.00
* My luncheon guest(s)  $........

{Annual subscription now §12.00) * My Subs toyear 19....  $.......
TOTAL e

* Delete if not applicable. If you are sending a combined Luncheon Booking and Membership
Renewal cheque, please fill in the details on the form below to assist the secretary.
Cheques to be payable to ROAPNG Inc (please do not use staples)
Post to The Secretary, ROAPNG Inc, PO Box 452, Roseville NSW 2069

RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP

The membership year is the calendar year. Fees cover from 1 Jan. to 31 Dec.
o e A T Vi o e L e T ed (full name - please print)
' s T e e L e e e e e f e ol e

...................................................................... (current address) Phone.......................
wish to renew my membership of the Retired Officers' Association of PNG Inc to end of
December .................. (please state year) at the rate of $12 per year (overseas members
please see reverse side of this sheet for new postage rates).
It is suggested that you renew for two or more years.
Enclosedis§ ........... Cheques to be payable to ROAPNG Inc. (Please do not use staples)
Post to The Secretary, ROAPNG Inc, PO Box 452, Roseville NSW 2069



INTERNATIONAL POSTAL CHARGES - DELIVERY OF THE UNA VOCE JOURNAL

Australia Post International postal charges (all items are sent by airmail) are as
follows:
' Asia/Pacific region - $2 per issue or $8 per year
Rest of the World - $3 per issue or $12 per year

Overseas members should increase their membersh ip subscriptions by the above amount
and remit the total (subscription plus postage) by bank draft in Australian dollars to avoid
imposition of Australian bank charges.
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Voco Point, Lae (undated) The Hotel Cecil buildings are at bottom right hand of
picture, Buildings on water's edge, centre, are a sawmill.

Abel Tasman approaching Cape Killerton, Northern District, Oct 1963
Don wrote, "The lad sitting on the railing is our son Terry, aged 11. The Abe/
Tasman is wooden and was owned and skippered by Jim Donald. It was made of Huon
pine with tall masts, that is until somebody cut off several feet. The last time | saw it it
had settled on the bottom at Finschhafen with only a few feet of masts above water.”
Don thinks the small structure on the left with a drum of water on its roof was the toilet
and the small structure opposite could have been the galley.
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BOOK NEWS AND REVIEWS

PAPUA NEW GUINEA People, politics and history since 1975 by Sean Dorney I

To mark the 25" anniversary of PNG independence, ABC correspondent Sean
Dorney has updated and thoroughly revised his highly-acclaimed portrait of Australia’s
nearest neighbour, and included material gathered for the ABC-TV documentary series
‘Paradise Imperfect’. Brisbane based Sean Dorney is Radio Australia’s South Pacific
correspondent. The Age wrote, “This is the best book on Papua New Guinea politics to
appear since independence.” Available from Pacific Book House, 17 Park Avenue,
Broadbeach Waters, Qld 4218, Ph 07 5539 0446, Fax 07 5538 4114. $34.95 incl. GST
plus $8.05 postage within Australia,

TERRITORY KIDS - A Memoir by Genevieve Rogers —l

Genevieve Rogers will be signing copies of her book, Territory Kids - A Memoir,
at the Irish Club, 171-175 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane (opp. Hilton Hotel) from 11 am to
1.00 pm. on Saturday 18 November. Books will be on sale - $39-60. Lunch and drinks
will be available at the Irish Club (Club prices apply). Full details about the book were
given in the previous issue of Una Voce (No. 3/Sept 2000), p.30.

MASTAMAK - The Land Surveyors of Papua New Guinea by James Sinclair

This book will be published soon. It focuses on the land surveyors of PNG from
the late 19" century to independence in 1975 and covers their work as cadastral, geodetic,
topographic engineering and mining surveyors. The work of surveyors in exploration, and
in search of oil and minerals, will be an important aspect of the book.

The book is the Millennium Project of the Association of Surveyors of PNG. The -
technical committee supervising publication comprises Graham Matheson, ex-Surveyor-
General of PNG and Mick Larmer and Fred Pratt, both of whom are long-time surveyors
in PNG. The book will be issued in a very high quality edition of 1,000 copies, 500 of
them leather-bound, gold blocked, numbered and signed by the author. It will be
profusely illustrated with maps and photographs. Standard edition - $89-95, deluxe
edition $249-95 plus p&p (Aust. GST and PNG VAT to be added where applicable).

If interested in reserving a copy, please contact Pacific Book House, 17 Park
Avenue, Broadbeach Waters, Qld 4218, Ph 07 5539 0446, Fax 07 5538 4114,

THE EVACUATION FROM SALAMAUA by Bert Rowe |

This ‘mini-book’ will be reviewed in our March 2000 issue. Bert Rowe, a young Guinea
Airways employee, kept a diary of his experiences from the first Japanese bombing raid
on Salamaua on 21 January 1942 and the subsequent evacuation on the 23, until his
arrival in Adelaide on 25 February 1942. It is an extraordinary story, vividly described,
but factual. Bert wrote it especially for the Australian War Memorial in 1995 when the
50" anniversary of the ending of WWII was being celebrated. Several libraries have
copies including the Australian National Library. Bert took photographs of the Salamana
aerodrome when the last white women and children from mainland New Guinea were
being flown out to Australia. We hope to include at least one photograph with the review.
David Marsh, the reviewer, said that great credit is due to Bert Rowe for this remarkable
work, and added that if anyone would like to read it, he was sure Bert Speer would lend
them a copy (it was Bert Speer who arranged for 1t to be reviewed in Una Voce).
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YOURS SINCERELY, TOM - A lost child of the Empire by Margaret L. Henderson]

The author, Margaret Henderson (née Simpson) was born in 1941 in Kavieng and
was evacuated to Australia with her mother early in WWIL She is a teacher with broad
experience in a wide variety of public and private schools in Australia and overseas.

The author wrote, “After my mother died in 1992, 1 found an old dust covered
leather kit bag on top of a wardrobe in her bedroom. In it I found a cache of old letters
and photographs. The letters were dated in the 1930s and very early 1940s. They were
handwritten often in pencil on lined yellowing paper and there seemed to be hundreds of
them. They were invariably signed “Yours sincerely, Tom’. My father was Tom Simpson
and I realised that the letters were from him to my mother, Nellie.”

This unexpected find allowed her to uncover the mystery surrounding her father
who died in 1942 when she was less than a year old. Until that time she had only the
vaguest idea of her father’s life. Using these letters and written records of the time, she
has been able to piece together his short and tragic life.

She found that Tom Simpson was born in London in 1908; was orphaned in 1918,
came to South Australia as a Barwell Boy in 1924; went to PNG as a missionary in 1936
and was killed by the Japanese in 1942. The book documents life in post WWT London,
the Barwell Boy scheme and Simpson’s mistreatment as a farm worker in the Mallee; the
petty church bureaucracy at the time; life in PNG in the late 1930s and the lack of
institutional and government preparedness for the Japanese invasion.

In a letter to the author, Professor Hank Nelson of the Division of Pacific and
Asian History at the ANU wrote, “You have written with clarity and just the right balance
of private intimacy and public disclosure. I was absorbed by the story - strangely more
compelling because we know the outcome. I was surprised about how much you had been
able to regather about your father’s early life. And that life was a personal triumph - so
few lives can have been made in such isolation from the support of family or other
benefactors. He made himself.” Tom’s letters, now permanently preserved in'the Pacific
Manuscripts Bureau at the Australian National University, provide a valuable insight into
life in New Guinea during the pre-war period.

167 pp, quality paper, photos, soft cover. Available from the author at 11 Fourth Road,
Belair, SA 5052, ph 08 8278 7154/fax 08 8278 4849, Email: mabear@camtech.net.au
$20 incl postage (cheque/money order or cash please).

Also at ‘Mostly Books' in the Mitcham Shopping Centre, SA, “Open Book’ in Gawler
Place, Adelaide, and Dymocks at the Westfield Marion Shopping Centre, Ade