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Dear Member,

You will remember that in the June 1978 News-
letter I set out the claims your Association was making to enlarge the eli-
gibility and improve the benefits paid to spouses and children of Members
in particular. At this date - 3v June - the claim has been processed by the
Jepartment and is with the Minister for Finance, with a reply expected with-
in one or at the most two weeks.

I have therefore written the Newsletter but will defer posting it
until the Minister's reply is received., This will be added as a postscript.

* * * - - * »

The 10.5% rise in our superannuation payments will be officially
announced tomorrow. When I think of rising costs and inflation I can't
help being thankful that the Government did take over the Funds ! Some
Members have written complaining that we are alwsys three months behind, as
our annual July increase is based on the year ending 31 ilarch. Others com-
plain that as the pension is indexed every six months then our superannua-
tion should be treated similarly. Whilst I agree in principle - and certain-
ly sympathise with those Members on low super., and there are quite a few
of them - there is no way in which this can Le effected given the present
ruling economic policies. With my fingers crossed, I predict that there
will be very little change in the Budget, which would give the Government
the opportunity to make some changes to pensions and superannuation con-
ditions just before the elections - but even this is wishful thinking.

Your committee feels that we are dolng well under the present arrangements
and would only apply for changes as part of a concerted effort by all re-
tired officers' associations.

lMembers should remember th.t there is an important difference be-
tween & superannuation and, say, an old age pension, and we would be doing
ourselves a disservice to try and equate the two in any way.

- - L] * Ll L L
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Vice President David Farsh is ziving me a helwing hand with corres-
pondence, which is improving our service to lkembers. Who knows, I may be
able to twist his arw a little more and persusde hiini to become 3ecretary! I
anticipate much more correspondence il and whlen any ol our requested changes
in superannuation are approved,

* £ b L] L] L *

A reminder for those fillings in your taxation returns - your
R.0.a.P.N.G. membership fees may be claimed at Item 13 of Form S.

*® * * » = L 4 *®

As you will see from the report of the annual General Meeting there
was no majority agreement to change the Life lembership fee, which remains
as in the original Constitution at ten times the annual fee. Life Hember=-
ship should have been raised to 340 (or the Constitution changed) when ordin-
ary membership was raised to 34 p.a. several years ago, but by an oversight
remained at $20. Your Committee therefore has no alternative but to remind
lMembers that under the Constitution the fee for Life liembership is i40.

Those who in good faith have paid 20 or whose cheques are in the mail will
be regarded as paid up Life Hembers.

* * * L] * ® ®

The Minutes of the A.G.l. are reported separately in this issue.
The Meeting continued for longer than expected but most of the record num-
ber of Members attending stayed on for lunch at the Club. The food was good,
the prices reasonable, the drinks were wet and alcoholic (depending on your
order) and the company of course was excellent. Everyone enjoyed themselves
and full marks a&nd thanks go to Doug Parrish, who made the arrangements. As
a result of written sugrestions, and many comments made that day, your
Committee has decided that for this year at least, the Annual Dinner should
be replaced by an Annual Luncheon. This caters in particular for those
Members who for various reasons find it difficult to attend night functions,

- _especially in winter. Our Annual Luncheon will be held starting at noon

on Sunday 19th October at the British Ex-Services Club, 541 Kent St, Sydney.
MARK YOUR DIARY NOW - full details in our September issue, but Doug assures
me the Parking Station near the Club will open at noon.

* * * * * » *

Members who missed the znnouncement in the newspapers will be very
happy to learn that Her lajesty was pleased to appoint E.G. (Ted) Hicks,
former D.C. Wewak, an Officer of the lost Excellent Order of the 3ritish
Empire. (Ted came down from his mountain retreat but returned with a some-
what sore head. I wonder why ?77!!)

*® * * * * » *
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AVAILABLE IN GIFT PaCKS FUR YOURSELF OR YOU: FRIZNDS -
DESPATCHED IN CARTONS PACKED AS FOLLOWS :

16 x 1/2 1b packets

)
) $11.50
32 x 1/4 1b polycel pouches )

oR
2 x 5 1lb polybags bulk tea $12,00

CRDER3S AND CHEQUES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TC :-

THE -ACCOUNTANT,
KURUMUL PLANTATIONS PTY LIMITED,
C/- FRANCIS GRILL & CO.,

9TH FLOOR, 6-10 O'CONNELL ST.,
SYDHEY 2000
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DELIVERY TIME BY SURFACZ MAIL WOULD BE APCROXIMATELY TWCO MONTHS
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(We all know Kurumul Tea - it tastes good and it is good! Get the moths out
of your pockets and send a carton to a friend! If you're not that friendly

send him/her a few packets from your own carton. )
#* & L3 L]

HEAR YE! HEaAR YE!

Our Annual Luncheon will be held at the British Ex-Services Club, 541 Kent St.
Sydney, from noon on Sunday 19 October.

Kings Car Park (%4 doors away) opens at noon, and the Club is 100 yards from
the Kent 5t. entrance to Town Hall Station, 100 yards from George St. huses
and 250 yards from York St. buses at Town Hall. Costs will be kept to a
minimum, and individual charges will vary according to what you eat and
drink. Full details will be advertised in the September Newsletter.

Sydney metropolitan area Members are expected -- Gosford, Blue Mountains
and other nesrby areas will be welcomed with open arms -- and country/inter-
state kembers will get the red carpet treatment !

It is very important for the caterers to have - zood idea of the numbers
coming, so start making up your parties now !!

* * » L
aMAHDED ADDRESLES
rrs. . Fenbury A.H.Johnstone A.5.C.Patterson R. Grimshaw
128 Ucean Drive 56 ureenwood St. 48 Lee Road, 36 Emblem St.
wuinns Rocks wW.a. Brizhton, Qld 4017 Winmalee i34 Jamboree Heights
6030 2777 <ld. Lo7h
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Our next Newsletter is scheduled for the end of September and will
contain as usual a list of Hembers. If you want any changes made to your
last entry - and have not already let me know - please sand new details to
reach here by 20th September.

* » - * » - *

VALZE

It is with sa.ncere rejret that we record the passing of the follow-
ing Members. On behalf of all in the Association the Committee
extends our sympathy to relatives of these liembers.

MR. A.wu. SHITH 35 Vulecan 5t., Kingscliffe, N.S5.4.
(formerly P & T )

MRS. H. STi0NG L5 Holt Avenue, Cremorne, Sydney
(widow of Harold Geur—e 3trong)

* L] * * * * »

Newsletters addressed to the following liembers have been returned undelivered:

Mr. N. Endacott Mr. Z. Fitzgerald Mrs. A. Cowley Mr.R. \ebb
Apia Port Moresby Turranurra Tweed Hds.
Mrs. E. Ecclestone Mrs. B. Webb Mr. a. Corvan Mr.W.Smart
Woolgoolah Sth. Yarra Tveed Hds. Curtin
Mr. R. Gibson Mr. K. Rogan Mr. J. Cantley Dr.Legrady
Umina Bch. Palm Beach Bruni Island Paradise Pt
Mrs. V. Towner D. Anderson
Latham Soutihiport
* » * L * - L

The September Newslatter will go out on time with @ revised list of Members
and also further details of the Annual Lunclhieon, tosether with any more
news of our log of claims.

Be happy -- and make someone else happy!

Sincerely

(F.P. Kaad)
Honorary Secretary




- HURRAH! HU 2RAE! HURRAH!
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The letter from the Minister for Finance has finally arrived, having
been held until the Sudget was brought down. The body of the letter is as
follows:

"I refer to previous correspondence concerning your request that the
reversionary benefits provisions of the Papua liew Guinea (Staffing
Assistance) (SBuperannuation) Regulations be amended to restore their
comparability with those of the Superannuation act 1922.

The Government has agreed that the regulations be amended to:

(a) increase the rates of, and widen the eligibility qualifications for,
- widows, children's and orphans' pensions in the same ways as under
the Superannuation sct 1922 with effect from and including the first
fortnightly pemsion »ayday after 1 July 1979; and

(b) enable the restoration of previously cancelled widows' pensions and
the granting of widows', children's and orphans' pensions in respect
of contributors or pensioners who died before 1 July 1979 on the same
basis as under the Superannuation Act 1922 for those who died before
1 July 1976.

I should mention that the Government considered carefully your request
that the changes be made retrospective to 1 July 1976 but concluded that
it could only agree to retrospectivity to 1 July 1979.

It will, of course, be necessary for the regulations to be amended before
the Government's decision can be given effect and the increases paid.
Action is being taken to have the regulations amended as soon as possible."

To many of you this will be Double Dutch s¢ I sugsest you look at
the Hewsletter of 12 June 1573, where our claims were set out in detail on
pages 1 and 2. In general, the Government has agreed to all of our requests,

take effect from 1 July 1379. We were not successful in having our re-
4-ests made retrospective to 1 July 1v76, but the Commissioner is being
given discretion in this matter. That's the good news = the bad is that
action cannot be taken until the necessary Regulations have been passed by
the Executive Council. However the Parliamentary Draftsman has been working
on them. You will be notified by the Commissioner of all changes as they
apply to you personally, and of generair matters through your Asscciation,
but it will be sume weeks before everything is finalised.

All I can say is that successes lLike this should suow Members the
worth of bslonging to the Association. TFor me perscona.ly it is very satis-
tying to be able to help Members in this way - it justifies the efforts
made over & period of more than twu years !
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENSRAL HEZPING HELD ON 13 APRIL, 1980
AT THE BRITISH EX-S RVICES CLUB, KBNT ST. SYDNEY

The Meetinz opened at 11.15 a.m.

Present:

President Seale and members of the Committee, Mr. Clifton-Basset, Mr. Kaad,
Mr. Clout, Mr. Keleny, Mr. Parrish, Sir Horace Niall, Miss Oldroyd-Harris,
Miss Bignold, Mrs. Foley, and Honorary Auditor Mr. Aitcheson. Approximately
60 Members attending.

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 9 February, 1979, were read,
and confirmed on the motion of Mr. Clout, seconded by Sir liorace Niall.

The President suggested that Business Arising from the Minutes would be
covered later under ueneral Business. There were no ocbjections.

Apologies:

Messrs. Cox, Clarke, Cottrell-lormer, Cameron, Dix, Fisher, Ms. Frank,
Messrs. Huon de Havrancourt, Husband, Kapp, Lillyman, HMrs. Lonegan, Mr.Leydin
Mrs. McAdam, Messrs. latheson, Morton, Ogilvie, Pearsall, Pike, Palmer, Ryan,
Sippo, Mrs. Smythe, Miss Sharp, Messrs. Tomasetti, Williams.

Persident's Report:

In presenting his report, President Seale welcomed all Members attending,
and explained the considerations taken into account by the Committee when
changing the venue for the Annual General Meeting - in view of the increased
attendance it appeared to be a successful move. He thanked the Committee
‘for their continued support and interest, in particular the Secretary for
his energies in pursuing our claims for increased benefits and also, with
the invaluable assistance of Mr. and Mrs. Clout; for the new and improved
format of the Newsletter. Our membership list was being regularly up-
dated, this being due to the combined efforts of Mr. and Mrs. Clout, Treas-
urer Miss Oldroyd-Harris, and lrs. Foley. Miss Cldroyd-Harris was commended
for her continued efforts in keeping the finances in crder, and Mrs. Foley
for her assistance to the Secretary and in the production of the Newsletter.

The President went on to advise the leeting of the deposit of $5,000 with
the United Permanent Building Society, at the interest rate of 10% which
would help to meet the increased running costs of the Association.

The attention of Members was drawn to the work done by Mr. Isn Holmes in his
review of the P.N.G. Superannuation Fund Reports. This was zreatly appre-
ciated and would help to clarify the position for members.

In closing his report the P.esident, on behalf of all members of the Associa-
tion, expressed congratulations to the llon. Secretary, Mr. Kaad on his recent
award of the 0.B.E.



A.Gu.Ms Minutes cont.

Treasurer's Report

The Meeting was advised that the changes suggzested by the Honorary Auditer
last year had been implemented.

The Treasurer read the Finmancial Report. It was moved by Mr. Parrish and
seconded by Mr. Howton that the report be accepted. Carried.

Correspondence:

The Secretary proposed tuat, following the practice approved at last year's
A. G.M. only letters of particular interest be read as the bulk of corres-
pondence was of routine nature. However all correspondence was available
for inspection by any Member so desiring.

The Secretary mentioned, inter alia, donations from Mr. Meares, Mr. Dix and’
Mr. Williams, and commended Mr. Bond for introducing three new members.

He had recently written to the Department of Finance, Superannuation Section,
requesting up-to-date information on our claim for improved benefits and had
received 2 reply by telephone that morning (which would be confirmed by letted.
The Secretary advised the Meeting that our claim had been processed by the
Department and was about to go to Cabinet. Any change would require new
legislation but we should hear tangible results by early July, and certainly
in the Budget.

Election of Office Bearers:

With one exception, the existing Committee were re-elected. As Mr. Clifton-
Bassett had advised that he would not be available for election, Mr. David
Marsh was elected to the position of Vice-President.

Membership Fees

The Setretary said that he had had enquiries about possible rises in fees.
The Constitution provided that changes in annual fees be determined at the
A.G.M. The Committee felt that with our high inflation rate we had to
build up our savings as much as possible. At the moment no rise in fees
was envisaged, but the Committee would suggest that the Meeting give it
authority to raise annual fees if it felt that this was desirable.

Mr. Clifton-Bassett roised the guestion of Life Membership fees but agreed
to leave this until amendment of the Constitution was discussed.

Mr. Keleny suggested that the motion be amended to read'as from 1. 1. 1981"
in line with the Association's financial year accounting. The amendment
was agreed to and the motion was carried.



A.G.M. Hinutes, :ont.

Advertising - Kurumul Tea

Cornmittee Member lir. Keleny had contacted iHurumul ea Plantations, and as a
result this company would be advertising in our iewsletter. IlHembers will be
able to order this flavoursome [ighlands tea at favourable prices, and de-
tails would be published in the Hewsletter.

The Secretsry said that other matters would be dealt with in seneral Business

as sugpested by the President, but hes would like to nay tribute to the sterling
work done by wLes an. VDoreen Clout and ramela foley.

The Constitution:

The Secretary said that in accordance with the direction of the 1979 A.s.il.
the Committee had reviewed the Constitution, acting on the general principle
of retaining as much as possible of the old Constitution. Changes had been
sugzested in Clauses 3, 4, 5, 6 and 10, and the draft of the new proposed
Constitution had been circulated to all Hembers. Clause & had been amended
at a Special General Meeting in Jonuary 1980 to allow the A.G.M. to be held
not later than the 30th day of April each year. To safeguard and foster the
retirement conditions ipplicable to all Hembers, including the conditions
applicable to widows and dependents, still remained our major objective. A
Member was still defined as a superannuant wio was . retired officer or the
widow of such an officer, but associate ilembership was widened to include
not only public servants but also a former resident of PNG expressing an
interest in the objects of the Association. Voting was still restricted to
Members. Life llembership wes to be five times the annual fee, and fourteen
rather than seven days notice had to be given for A.u.l. and general meetings.

Discussion centred principally around menbership, voiing rights and Life lNem-
bership fees.

Mr. Clifton-Bassett mzde two points =

(a) Clause 3(e) si..uld be simplified to read "to assist Hembers to
estublish themselves in australia and to advise them in sogzal ,
legal, medical or other problems they may have"

(b) The question of widening the eligibility for associlate liembership
had raised the old query as to whether we were a social or a
service orzanisation. It wes his opinion that we should be a
service or:anisation looking after t.e interests of lembers.

The Secretary then ssid that the Committee had never at any stage questioned
that our first priority must be maintenance of our rigits. Section 10, by
restricting voting rizhts to financial mem':ers, ensured that control would

remain with khembers.

Mr. Parrish sug:zested that Clause 10(a) be amended by inserting after ".ember'
mas defined in Clause 4 (a) (1)". This would emphasise that only such
ilembers had voting rights in and therefore no control of, the Association.
This was agresd lto.

“_
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Hid.lie Minutes, cont.

Lii'e llolmes queried the =tatus of Associate ilembers, saying that many would
lize to become more involved but tust, for instance, they had no voting
ri-hts.

Jiscussion followed. There was comment that Associate Members should be re-
stricted to those with many years in PIG = not just one or two. It was
agreed thut this Constitution did not offer & great deal to Associate liembers
but it was hoped neve theless thet they would take part in social and ceneral
activities.

Fhe Lecretary said that originally the annual fee had been two dollars, and
ife lembership ten times the unnual fee - twenty dollars. When the annual
‘.fée was raised to four dollars several years ajo, Life llembership should have
been raised to forty dollars, but in practice had remained at twenty dollars.
The Committee felt that to change Life liembership to forty dollars now would
be asking too much. On the other nand there were several cases of associa-
tions with & low life membership fee goin; out of business because they were
unable to keep up with inflation and the cost of servicicing their Life

Hembers had become too mucih.

Mr. Holmes suggested that on an actuarial basis and anticipating higher post-
age charges, a multiplying factor of 10 wouid give more than the safety mar-
gin needed and that a multiplying factor of 7% would be sufficient and fair.

Mr. Champion and others argued for safety and a factor of 10 as reguired in
our original Constitution.

Fipnally it was decided to take a vote to determine whether Life l.embership
fees stould be 10, 7%, or 5 times the annual fee. The votin:s was -

10 times - 11
?}é n . E
5 " = 19

Mr, Champion pointed out that the 19 in favour of 5 times did not represent
@ required 3/4% majority and therefore the Life liembership fee should
Wrain at 10 times the annual fee.

There followed some argument, the iFresident finally ruling that as the 3/L
majority had not been achieved the 10 times factor reguired under the old
Constitution should remain in force.

It was then moved by lir. Parrish and seconded by 5ir Horace !iall thst the
proposed Constitution, witih amendments carried at this Heeting should be
adopted. The motion was carried by an overwhelming majority.
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A.G.M. Minutes, cont.

General Business:

The Secretary reported that-

- The analysis and notes on the Annusl Jleports of Llie Fund, written by
Mr. Holmes and circulated in the ilewsletter should finally dispel any
ideas that lhembers might receive sny refund from the Triennial Review
being conducted at the time the fund wss taken over - in fact the analysis
showed that overall and with indexation we were much better coff;

- cooperation witli the Commonweslth Retired Officers' and similar associa-
tions continued and was very helpfulj —r

= The Committee wished to remind those present of t.e helping role which
liembers should adept towards other Members. Ilirs. Parrish, @ meuber of a
Caring Society in her own suburb, then suggested that hewmbers could,
among other things, visit those in hospital, r;jive some help with shopping,
get library books, mow the lawn etc. for those temporarily unable to do
such things for themselves. HMrs. Parrish felt that most lembers would be
very willing to help, and emphasised the prohlem was that those needing
assistance often would not ask for it. It was up to us to offer our help
freely and in no way to act so that the other might feel he or she was
under an obligation for our help.

There being no further business the President closed the Meeting at 1.08 p.m
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AS40CIaTICH CF

Statement of Receipts & Expenditure for year ending

Receipts

Balance brought forward

from 1978

Casii in hand brought
forward from 1970

liembers subscriptions

1979

Interest

Advertising
Uverpayment refund
Bank error in favour

Dinner subscriptions

Checked and is a true statement based on documents

%1st Uecember 1979

4433

» 165

32113

s 423

¥ 30
@ 22

3 333

87589

Bxpenditure

Catearing

Hall Hire
Honorarium

Printing and 3tamps
Stationery

Petty Cash

Re=imbursement
over payment

Transport

Balance Commonwealth
Bank

Investment

examined and information provided.

Hon. Auditor.

1aide Altchison,

Whus

3100
+535
b 35

; 80

: 2u
3 16

3361

448022

»7589






