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HULLO THERE ! FIRSTLY A REMINDER - DON'T FORGET

The Retired Officers' Association of P.N.G. Annual Dinner

To be held on Friday 4th May, 1979 at the Ex-P.0.W.Association Rooms

101 - 105 Clarence Street, Sydney at 6.30p.m. - §9 per head.
Please send Chegques to Miss Joyce Oldroyd-Harris 2/18 Whitton Road, CHATSWOQD 2067.
or phone her on 419 2426. TO ENSURE THAT ACCURATE CATERING ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE
IT IS MOST IMPORTANT THAT MEMBERS NOTIFY MISS OLDROYD-HARRIS OR PRESIDENT BILL SEALE
68 Phoenix Street, LANE COVE 2066, phone 428 3357, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Held at the Air Force Association Rooms, Clarence St, Sydney on Friday 9th Feb. 1979

The Meeting was opened by the President, Mr.H.P.Seale at 8 p.m., with the following
present, Vice President: D.Clifton-Bassett; Treasurer: Miss Oldroyd-Harris; Secretary:
Mr.F.P.Kaad, Minute Secretary: Mrs.P.Foley; Committee Members: L.Clout, G.Keleny,

Sir H.Niall, D.Parish, J.Judge and 28 Members. Apologies from Miss V.Bignold, Messrs
Moncur, Williams, Jackman, Lawrie & Bosgard.

The Minutes of the 1978 Annual General Meeting were read. Tt was moved by Mr.Clout,
seconded by Mr.Normoyle that they be accepted and confirmed.

The Secretary apologised that the detailed financial statement had not been included
in those minutes although it had been tabled at the Meeting.

Business arising from the Minutes:

Triennial Review : The Secretary said that the question of just how much remained
in the various funds at the time of the Commonwealth take-over in 1976 and the Tri-
ennial Review due in 1973 were separate matters but linked by changes in legislation
which served to further confuse the issues. He had discussed the need for clarific-
ation with the Commissioner for Superannuation while he was in Canberra. The Comm-
issioner had been sympathetic and said that he hoped the 1976 Annual Report now being
prepared would clear the matter. This should go to the Minister in May and be tab-
led in Parliament in June/July and copies would then be sent to the Association.
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Thetre ensued some discussdion in which (r. Rudge sadid that many of the
doans made by the old “ocrd were on dong tewm and Af sold belore matur-
Aty would be osodd at a doss. Some loans did noil matwre untid 2007.
e Clifton=Bassett sald that the P.N.G. Public Service as a whole had
no part din what had happened and he [elt the Government had a moiod ob=
digation to cover any dosses. However, he was prepored 4o drop zhe .
maitier 4ii others would do «0, but he warned thet if, as an Aesociation,
we did nothing about thio matter he hoped there would be no one to com-
pdain L4 4in July there is an attempt to dnterfere with dndexation aighi.

The Secreiary soid thai there was no doubt that the Joard did not have

the Liquid reserves to meet its comritments in the self-government -

independence period, but even il it had osufficient for those paymenis

.theﬁ.a wouldd not have been enough to also meet the higher paoyments aris- ~—
g from indexation. The Presdident concluded the discussdon by saying

u'w.i he felt that ihe 1976 .fb'mu,czl. Report would resodve the matiter.,

Benefits

The Secretary reported ithat changes to our conditdons as set out in the
June Newasletter had lLeen sought from the (indister for Finance. These
wouldd bring ws 4in to Line with the benefits applying Lo Commonwealth
Superannuants, which we are noi presently recedving. Both written and
tedephone comrunication with the llinieier and/or his officers had con-
tinued. He had received the impreasion that our submissdions were being
trected sympathetically., Howevenr, becawse of tre extensive statistical
and actuarial work invodved, At would maawiy. be flay befor e Lirm advice
covdd lre expeeted. The changes would zequire Cabiinet approvad and
possdilly degiolative changes, which would take furiher itime.

Indexaiion of Superannuation

The Secretary said that the present position was satiofactory lut there
was no cuaraniee that there woudd noi Le an atitempl to reduce the devel
of dndexation if not cut it out coppletely. The latter was ?

but we muot e prepared, and if necessary ostart anothenr Let«tm—ta-gauﬂ.
Memlrer compaiqn.

Co=0peration uith Commonweadth Superannucied Officers' Aszociation

The Secreiary reported that the informal co-operation with this Associ-
ation continued., Jits Presdident, bin. . Curd, has deen mooil helpful with
.in{.wwwf,i,on and. advice, and s‘f."emi:em wele M.g.e.d to continue their associ-

ate menlbership wi'h «tfu:/: body. A member of our Comiiitee attended their
neetinge bui ordinory lembers would also be nost welcome. "lUnited we
siand, and divided we ,L'a.u." remodns ao tuwe in 1979 as Al ever was. IL
there vas any euguesidon of changes to prescni indexaiion of supercnnua-
tion it would moet Likely e a.,arm{,md to all superannuation peid Ly the
comionwecdth and your Association isas wedl aware of the need io work
tooether wi'h sdmilar Hssociaiions 4n such an evend.
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Preqident's repoait

The President commenced w'ih a tribute to the work being done by *reddie
Kaad as Secretary, whom he considered to le the right person for the 4olr.
Thank were also @k 2o Les Clout and his wife for their assistance with
the iewsdetter, and to Pam Foley in her difficult itask of tronsldating
the Secretary's writing and then yping 4it, and to Joyce Oldroyd-Hariis
for her work as Trecsurer. There was no doulbit the new format [lewsdetienr
had regenerated interest amorng members, nevertheless there were over 700
superannuants edigibde for nenbership who were not nembers of the Haosoci-
ation cnd the Presdideni appealed to all to "iecuit” any eligille menbers
o asseoclate remlets, as our sirengith lay 4in uniting and 4in nunbers. In
this regard he proposed that (. G. Xeleny be apnointed Honorary rReseaich
OfLicer for the Association, and his firet tosk would be *0 increase our
ruunliess .

fis a reosudt of hio visit to Perth, the President felt there was some
worth 4n the ddea ofi creating "celles" dn various centres and he would
comrend this idea to the incoming Comrndittee. I/ accepted, further de-
taidls would appear in the nexti flewsletter,

The Piesident also outlined the ocheme oniginally suggested btrc s » Parrdoh
and aupported by your Comnittee. He felt the concept of the "“Caring Com-
mittee" had great potential and would vigourousdy support it., It was not
a welfare comnditee in the old sense, but a caring group which would ex-
press 4is concean {for other mevbers by such things as perhaps goding shop-
ping for cnyone unalde 1o do «0, or visiting flenbers who were donely. ‘e
tend bt think that this is already Leing done but expeirience shows that
ihis is not alweys the case.

The President went on to aay that there had leen todk of a change of venue
and/or iime for both the Annual General lleeting and the dnnual Dinner, and
proposed those for discussdion dater in the lleeting., He concluded Ly
thanking the Comnitiee and other officcrs for their help and suggesited
that the honorarium poid 4o the Secreiary and 2o lns. Foley le increased.
The Sectetary oaid he did not want to receive any honoadzium.

Jt was moved by lirn. Clifton-iBassett, seconded by Sir Horace Hiall, that
a vote of thanks be recorded for the work done Uy liv., ¥aad, lir. and lirs.
Clout and llrs. Foley, that [ir. Neleny be appointed Honorary Research
Officern, and that the matter of an honorwrium be lefit to the Commitiee.
Carided uncnimowsdiy.

Treasurer's Report

The Financicld >tatement to the 315t Decemler 1978 was read by the Ireas=—
e,
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Financlial Statement

Recedpts Expenditure
Balance brought forward Catering, Socicd Evening § 575
Lrom 1977  $3447 ) KL -
%mﬁaﬁﬁnﬁ;w 34 Honorarium 100
Menbera subocrigdions 2063 Printing 400
e . Stationery 28
Sﬁ;mgmpu.am social i Petby Cadh c0
Interest on investments 267 Typing and ¢opying 57
Bank Initerest 17 Stamps 283
Cash in hand 165
6300 Savings Sank balance 300
Current sank Balance 218
Investmenta 3965
Shoat rall 137
~6300

Checked and is a tiwe ostatement lbased on docunents examined
and information provdided.

(Sf}d) T-g:*- flda‘td' M‘ Of.e

The President drew attention io a shortfall in the accounts of $137, and
the lecretawy read the following letter from lhe Honorary Huditor, lir.
T+ Ritchison:

i, HeP.Seale,

Presdident,

Reiired Uflficers' Asoociation PG
68 Phoenix S,

Lane Cove ISUW

Dear BiL,

Eiclosed 4o Siatement of recedipts & Expenditures for the year
1978. It has been compiled from an examination of the documents re-
dating and {from Ainformation from your Secretary and Treaosurer,

Jt appears there La a oshortflidl o some 3137 which 7 expect
4o on arithmetic error somewhere along the line, bui which has evaded



.
me despite the time opent on the exercise.

Jt 4o quite imposedlde 4o pinpoint some errors 4in 'he present
oyostem of bookkeeping and J zecormend that the savings account le
closed imnediatedy and all transactions be channeled thiough +the
cuwrrent account with dnvesdments ledng made s funds accumulate.

9 further recommend that all payments (excepting petity cash
trancactions) be made by the Tieasurer by cheque.

Best regardas,
Tomn Hidchison.

Jt was moved Ly ilr. Donaldeon and seconded by lir. udge that the Jreas=
wrer’' s Reporil le adopted, that the changes suggested by the Hon Auditor
e introduced.,

The Secretary sa'd that much of whet he wished to say had leen included
4in Business Ardsdng from the lidnutes of dast year's #.C.00. In 1]

he 'ad visdited the Austroddan Government rRetirement Benefits Cflice 4n
Canlberra and discisased some outstanding matterns with the Commdicssdioner
Lor Superannuation and another senior officer. The talks had leen wide~-
ranging, and apart from the subgects already covered, they had included
having superannuation cheques sent 4in the osame way as Sociald Sewwdice
cheques during maid odrikes and the possibility of ex-grotia paymenis o
the few remaining widows of pre war Papuan officerns whose hwsbands hed
elected not to pay for spouses supercn uation. The question of the Aoo-
ociation being informed of the deaths and/ox changed of address of super-
annuants had been raised but lbecause of recent rulings on privacy ard
confidentiality osuch Ainformation could noi le officially given out.

The Secretory weni on o say that thio highlighited the need for llemiers
t0 notify the Asoociation of deaths and/or changes of address. About 20
Decenber Newsletiters had been returned because he had not received any
notice of such changes. This represenited a double loss to the lssocia-
tdlon, Liretdy on initial postage and then on surcharge for returning
detterns

The Secretary concluded by supporting the President's remarks aliout the
help given by fMr. and lirne. Clout, firs. Foley and the Comnittee, and par-
talarly mentioned llembers out of Sydney ouch as Mr. ©.5. Crken.

Correspondence

The Secretary tabled severald files of correspondence. ite podindted out
that the bulk of the letters were routine and thai anything dmportont
was discussed with the Committee and/or the Precsident, depending upon its
urgency. He ithen suggested that although all correspondence should be
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tabded at the H.5.il. {oa dnspection by ienbeirs AL s0 desired, only Aimpor-
tand correopondence adince the lcat Conmitiee meetinc or correspondence
arisding from thot meeting should e actually read. HE present there was
ondy one outstanding letitern 4n the latier categories as the Comnittee had
ondy recently met. This wae fron a widow who motiied afier her opouse
had retired, and sought the wesociation's help. The natitet was included
in the lag of claims sent to the [idnister dasid iear and the widow had lbeen
drised to write through her local Federal lembier of Parliament asking
that an ecrly deciaion be made. The Secreiary also wished to place on
record his regret thudl although urgent or importond letters hed been
answered, many leiters of a more social or routine nature had not leen
replied to lecawse of iime demands. fHowever he hoped ito recauwit anoithex
embier to asailsdt him with such coirespondence. —

Finally the Secretony poid irnilbute to the legoel aduvice given him on le-
half of viembers by . J. Lemaire, ln. J. Lunch and fln. J. flattes,

Jt ae noved by fin. Parrish and seconded by M. Fegroall that sugoeations
and aciione taoken by the Secretary regarding correspondence be approved
and continued.

Election of Officerns

The President relinguished the cheair, and indicated #that he wae available
for re=nomination.

The Secretcwy called foir noninations for the position of President.

‘2. Secde was nominated by ix. Chanpion, seconded 54ix Horance ldall.
There beding no further nomdnations, ithe Secretary declared (r. Seale
elected and he resumed the Cha.inr.

fa. CliltonmBassett was elected unopposed Lo the poaition of Udice-
President.,

Jire Kaad wae elected unopposed o the position of Secreicny.
Niss Oldroyd-Hariis wae elected unopposed to +the position of Trewsurer.
fin. Aditchison wos elected unopposed to the position of Auditor.

Jt was proposed by iin. CLifton-Bassett, aseconded by fn. Parrish that
a position of Aseiotant Secretary le created, and lrs. Fodey was
elected unopposed to this position.

—

Noninations for Comnitiee llenlers were calded for. [, Champion moved,
seconded by ltir. Hitchison, that the present Comniitee le re-elected.
There were no further nominations, and the following iembers were duly
re-edected :

ldas U. Bignodd Sin Horace Mdialld
e Lo Clout i Do Parrioh

{-I-':Jt- :‘;-t AGJLMJJ- r-:;:lt.. j.l M@
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Jt wae proposed by lin. Clifton-Bassett and seconded by hiz. Parrish that
i, Kelerut's position as Research Officer male hin ex olficio a menber
of the Commiitee. This would create a vacant position on the Coindiiiee,
The motion was carried without dissent and the Fresident suggested that
the. appodintment of a new merlrer be left to the .incoming Comnittec.,

Ceneral Busineso

A general discisasion on the Lime and place of the next /nnual Jeneral
lleeting ook place, the Secretary quoiing from several lettens recedved
favouring a daytime meetding. ile. Smith suggested that it should le
heldd at 11 a.mn. with Light relreshments to follow; another sucgeoilon,
which did noi receive much support, was Saturday alternoon; another
lNenber said that Lf a dogtime lieeting was held then it should e laten
in the year 4in the cooler weather., Some suggestions were aloo made
alrout venue and finally on the proposad of in. Noamoyle it was decided
that the matter le left to the Commitiee, learing 4n mind the prefer-
ences expressed for a daytime ileetdng.,

idows of rapuan Cflicers

The Secretary said that the Fapuan C7ficers as a whole had opted not o
pay. extra for widows' penodions. Jhilei there may have lbeen good zeason
for thot decisdion in those days he felt that the rosocdation should see
what coudd be done for these ladies once our present claims had been
settled. dny benefits wouldd have to lbe ex sratia, dut because of the
omall nunber involved he thought that favouraide conasideraiion I‘M..g."pt be
given. There was general agreemenit with this proposal.

Payment of Fees

The Treasuwrer reported that although there had leen an .increase in nem-
lrens paying Life !'embership and 4n new iembers, many ilembers were two
years or more overdue, despite cnnual noiices., There fodlowed a general
discusaion on fees during which it was suggested that
- a dist of those moze than 12 months overdue e pullished in the
Mewsletter;
- that reminders to pay le published in the lewsdettler;
= that Life Membership fees be 10 times the a nual subscription,
i.e. 340,00
- that the position of widows in regard to pavment of fees shoudd
be nade clear. [rn. Champion, a former Secreiary, osaid thot he
believed that widows did noi hove to pay fees., The present
Secretary said thait he agreed with this policy for Fapuan widows
and others on dow Aincomes but he felt the others coudd afford to
pay. Although we were reasonaldy financial, with over 74,000 4in
credit, most of this was from Life liembership {fees and owr cosis
were dncieasing. However this was a natler of checking the Con-
stltution in the [lirat place.
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iimendnent {0 the Conqatiiution

fe. Adlchison said that several matiers which had been mentioned during
the lleeting were of a consiiiuiionald nature. 7Further, there had leen
no changes 4n the Constitution for at deast 15 ypears. (te therelore
moved that the incomina Comnditiee sh-ould undertake such a revdew, 40
that any omendnents, i recwuired, couldd be made 4in the proper manner,
gncd wiith cdue notice to embers. Zleconded by ix. Parrioh and cariied
wdlhout dissent.

llenue of the Hnnucd Dinner

the Pr sdident said he had been asled to rcise the possdilbility of holding
the ‘nnwad Sdinner 4in another place. There was a good dead of discussedion
durin: wlich the aood work of the £x-P.0.4. Aosociation 'as comnended,
whidst others felt that for veriows reasons we should iy for anciher
place. lLemiers were rendnded that many were not well of! [inancially
and it cas Aimportant to keep cosis down, fa. Lonaddaon aeaid the moast
Anportant thing was that wembero come iogether sociclly., Finally it

was rnoved by Sir Horace Miadl and seconded ULy lr. DJonaldson that the
Dinner showld be held at the wsual plice., This was agreed to but the
Comnittee ias as'ed 1o lear in mind the possilbility of a new venue.

Tax Concesqaion

a, lieehan asadid that because we had worked and contriluted to our super-
annuation we were now Ueiny penalised. Other men who had mcde no pro-
visdon for their reiitement received the odd age pensdion once they were
65. He did not ask for the pension but feli that we had a good argumenit
for szeking o tax deducdion afier 65 of £2000 or the equivalent of the
pension. Orherns supported ihis nove and the Preqsdident said he would
explore the possdbilities o osuch a deduction with other Hosociations.

Caring Societi.

Further details of the Coring Society idec were given by fr. Parrish.
There was a general cipress’on tiat lhe Association . showld pursue ihie
medies,

There lbeing no {further buosdness the lleeting waes closed by the
Presdirdent at 9.55 p.m.

FaP. Yaad
fion .ecretarmy.
* L ] Ed L L > *

Jt ie regretied thal those of you 4intending to core Lo the Annual Dinner
widl receive ondn 10 days notice, but prn'rlems caused by the postol sirike
have nede this dnevitallde.
* L - * - * ®
The nexi fewsdeiienr, due mid-June, will continue our noimad coverage of
both Associa ion and ‘enlbers' allaire. Hopelfully it will have cood news
in record do ovr clods for Amproved lenefita. Sin by, Fred Raad.



