Montevideo Maru Memorial Trust will incorporate
BY KEITH JACKSON

BEFORE CHRISTMAS it became clear that our simple, informal committee
would have to incorporate as the Montevideo Maru Memorial Trust.

This is a necessary step in helping us qualify for tax deductibility for donations
to ensure an appropriate memorial can be built in Canberra to mark the
tragedy.

The move to incorporate has led to some changes in the structure of the
committee. All members were asked to renominate if they wanted to continue
in the new regime - some did, some didn’t.

| want to thank Phil Ainsworth, Andrea Williams, Hooky Street, Liz Thurston
and Clive Troy for continuing. | have agreed to occupy the position of President
for the next year, at the end of which elections will be held.

New faces include Kerry Sibraa (Vice-President), Donald Hook (Public Officer),
Bob Lawrence (Secretary) and Teddy Haryjanto (Treasurer).

Hon Kerry Sibraa AO is former Senate President, High Commissioner to
Zimbabwe and Chairman of the Parliamentary Foreign Affairs and Defence
Committee. He will be of particular importance in our dealings with the
Federal Government and will work with me on this. He is a distant relative of
NX34251 Private Lloyd Sibraa, 1st Independent Company, who died on the
Montevideo Maru aged 23.

Donald Hook, a Canberra-resident and former senior ABC journalist, served
with distinction in South-East Asia. His father, Sergeant Wally Hook of the First
Independent Company in Kavieng, was in Rabaul for medical treatment at the
time of the Japanese invasion. He and another commando walked for weeks
before being picked up and taken to Port Moresby on the Laurabada

Bob Lawrence is a former PNG-based journalist and media adviser to Joe
Hockey MP and Senator Helen Coonan. He is honorary media officer to the
Gallipoli Club and a director of Jackson Wells. Bob will also work with Don and
me on media relations and will be a liaison point with the Federal Opposition.

Teddy Haryjanto MCom BAcctg is Finance Controller at Jackson Wells.

Bernard Collaery, a leading Canberra solicitor, has generously agreed to be the
Trust’s honorary legal adviser.



Clarifying the life and beliefs of the Rev Arthur Brawn

BY EDNA OAKES

This three-page article, Unveiling the riddle of the Montevideo Maru by
Alan Gill in the Catholic Weekly of November 2009, has only just come to
our notice. There are a few inaccuracies in it that | need to clear up.

i e = My father, the Rev Arthur Brawn, left New
Britain in April 1935 on the Montoro and did not
return to PNG until 1965. He didn't stop thinking
about his mates for the remainder of his life.

My husband's father, Rev Dan Oakes, was one of
them. He certainly was not a survivor of the
Montevideo Maru as said under the picture in the
article.

Paragraph 5 of the article says the old man
carried a grouse. He certainly did not have a
‘grouse’ and would never have called his mates
'missos’. The whole of this paragraph is wrong.

On 2 July 1988, a dedication was held in North
Parramatta at the site of the Uniting Church
Theological College. The plaque from Haberfield
was placed on a wall of a building there. It was a
plaque to twelve missionaries lost in the war in
e e eosiete o0 PNG and the Northern Territory.

On 1 July 1992, a service was held at North Parramatta to commemorate 50
years since the Montevideo Maru sank. Alan Gill did not refer to the
Montevideo Maru memorial services held in Brisbane each year or to the
service held at Subic Bay in the Philippines in 2009.

There are other inaccuracies and my brother, David Brawn, will visit the office
of the Catholic Weekly to iron these out.

A lot of the information seemed to come from Alan’s book on youth migration
Likely Lads and Lassies. Over the years, as the Herald’s Religious Editor, he has
written articles about my father and the Montevideo Maru. This is the first
time he has really annoyed my family. | have now got it off my chest!

| know it is not your responsibility but | would just like to bring the inaccuracies
to your attention as your name is mentioned at the end of the article.

My father was convinced that all ten Methodist missionaries from the Rabaul
area were on the Montevideo Maru up until he died, although there is doubt
about it now regarding some of them.

Edna and George Oakes, like Alan Gill, are Friends of Montevideo Maru






